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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


REASONS OF EXISTENCE OF ‘TWO FATHERLANDS' DISCUSSED 


Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 25 Feb 83 p 4 


/Article, published under the heading “Thoughts of the Week," by Varazdat: 
"Two...Fatherlands"/ 


/Text/ The phenomenon has been occurring since World War II. The two 
Germanies soon drew the attention of the entire civilized world. Far from 


the limelight, however, there was sequentially taking place the splitting of 
China, Korea, Vietnam, Yemen, as well as other well-known and little-known 


countries, and the splitting of these peoples into two separate parts. 


This simply meant that, under duress or voluntarily, by virtue of the confluence 
of diversities within a nation, it is deprived of the benefits of the father- 
land's natural integrity and, existing in a separated state within its other 
half, pursues a separate and different destiny. 


By the unfortunate confluence of circumstances, it seems that in this area 
it was determined from the very outset that the Armenian nation had recorded 


three precedents. 


The first precedent applies to the fact that Turkey, by virtue of confiscating 
and appropriating lands following the Genocide, was the cause of the existence 
of Two Armenias. Soviet Armenia is a de jure fact, and therefore the seized 
lands are the core of our struggle for power. 


If the Armenian nation's struggle for power ends successfully, this duality 
will be resolved, assuming that the lands, the return of which is being 
demanded, and the lands of Soviet Armenia will comprise an integral whole. 


But the Genocide in and of itself became the reason behind the explanation of 
another phenomenon. We are speaking of the ethnographic divisiou of the 
people, the unhappy consequences of which we stress. 


The expression "brain drain” has gradually become a matter of increasing 
concern to sociologists. The fact is that a given great-power country, by 
offering attractive material opportunities, draws off people of talent and 
ability who are essential for the prospering of a given underdeveloped 
country, furthering the purposes of the attracting country. 

















Scattered all over the world following the Genocide, it fell to the lot of 

the Armenians to record this precedent as well. The Armenians, deprived of 

their lands and scattered widely, became perforce involved in the business of 
enriching the treasurehouse of other countries, when the Armenians should have 
been, to a greater extent than ever before, collectively resisting and overcoming 
the difficulties which had fallen to their lot. This, as a continuation of the 
Genocide, cz legitimately become a juridical issue. 


The third precedent applies to that same fact of Genocide and the unavoidable 
consequences of its remaining unpunished. 


If the Genocide of the Armenian nation had promptly drawn the attention of 
civilized mankind, and if mankind had properly taken cognizance of the 
consequences of such a sinister precedent, if means of punishment had been 
promptly taken and if the Armenians had been able to obtain just retribution, 
it is possible that the Nazi genocide would never have taken place and, 
subsequently, that genocide would not have continued up to the present day 
by more "civilized" means. 


Also, if division of the natural fatherland of the Armenian people into two 
parts had been prevented by means of just retribution, and if civilized mankind 
had responded in a timely manner to the possibility of its consequences, the 
division of Germany, China, Korea, Vietnam, and Yemen probably would never 


have taken place. 


The fact that just retribution was not exacted and that an historical event 
such as this remained unnoticed in fact prompted great-power forces to divide 
a country not only into two parts but also to make this undertaking serve as 
a basis for additional splitting up, until only torn remnants remain of a 
given nation's lands and its individual character. 


Beginning with Germany, all other "two fatherlands" have not been subjected 
to the cruel fate of the Armenians. But if the great-power forces continue 
enjoying success in their undertakings of splitting nations, and if the 
civilized nations do not respond to such actions in a prompt and timely 
manner, if they do not proceed to form a united front and extend a hand to 
peoples which have been stripped of their rights and to peoples which are on 
the way toward losing their rights, they too may meet a like fate. 


Under these circumstances, vigilant concern on the part of an aware mankind 
is a guarantee of its own self-defense. 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


CONDITIONS IN SOVIET ARMENIA IN ‘POST-STALIN ERA’ EXAMINED 
Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 21 Feb 83 p 4 


/Article, published under the heading of "New Works," by N. Ch.: "Claire 
Muratian's ‘Soviet Armenia After Stalin's Death'"/ 


/Text/ Mrs Clair Muratian is not a familiar name to the Armenian reader; it 
is probable that many are hearing this name for the first time. But I am 
sure that in the future the name of this Armenian will become a household word. 


Mrs Clair Muratian is the mother of a family and a French Armenian. Mrs 

Claire Muratian is a person of curiosity and patriotism, proof of which is 

the doctoral thesis which she wrote and submitted to the demanding dissertation 
board at the Institute of Social Sciences in Paris, winning the board's warm 


praise. 


To prepare a serious doctoral thesis one must possess ability, have the 
patience of Job, and above all else, one must have great affection for the 
subject. The dissertation topic must be a person, event, theory, or period of 
history which is obscure up to the present time or has not been studied at all. 


Mrs Claire Muratian wanted to focus her ability and energies on a period in 
recent history, but a period about which little is known, as is indicated by 
her title: "Soviet Armenia After Stalin's Death." _ 


This work is of a monumental character and corsists of approximately 500 
large-format pages. 


In the foreword the author explains the reason for her selection of the topic: 
"The choice of Soviet Armenia as a subject of study naturally proceeds from 
my ethnic background and my life as an Armenian born and raised in the Diaspora. 


"The history of Armenia and of the Armenians has been fairly well studied as 
regards the ancient and medieval periods, but their contemporary history 
remains virgin soil, particularly after 1920. The non-Turkish aspect of the 
Armenian Question, that is, the Soviet aspect, remains a forbidden area, 
forced entry into which arouses fierce resistance." 


























Within this area, other than work by Soviet historians, who are biased and 
apply ideological considerations in their writings, Claire Muratian mentions 
one work which is both impartial and contains a scholarly approach, authored 
by American Armenian Mrs (Kilburn) Matosian. This work, published in 1962, 
is entitled "The Influence of Soviet Politics in Armenia." It covers the 
period up to 1953, that is, to Stalin's death. 


"This study," writes Claire Muratian, "although a continuation of Mrs Matosian's 
work, employs a different approach and seeks to shed light on other periods 
waich have been left in the dark." 


Mrs Muratian's dissertation consists of two main parts, the most important of 
which is the second, entitled “Nationalities Policy and the Nationalities 


Question." 


This second part contains seven sections, which characterize the focal points 
of the study: 1. Weight of the Past; 2. Governmental System; 3. Instruments 
of Power; 4. Period of National Fusion (1953-1965); 5. Genuine Socialism 

and the Armenian Question (1965-1982); 6. Contacts with the Diaspora: Open 
Door, or Closed Door? 7. The Armenian Church: Servant to God or to the 
Soviet Government? 


The author has used sources both which are familiar and unknown to us, as it 
appears from the works listed in the bibliography. The foreword is followed 
by a detailed chronological listing, each of the three columns of which has 


a special importance. 


Within the limits of this brief article it is impossible to present all the 
details of this useful study. But we believe that it is necessary to make 
this useful work, which is written in French, available to the Armenian reader, 
presenting in translation especially certain of its parts. 


Following an overview of the various stages of the Sovietization of Armenia, 
the author emphasizes the high position held by Armenians in the Soviet 
governmental edifice and in the military, and notes that, after Stalin, 
Mikoian was the only non-Russian to serve as chairman of the Presidium of 


the USSR. 





"However," the author writes, “the Armenians are not fooled by this phenomenon. 
Of course they feel pride in the fact that they have given the Soviet Union a 
statesman such as Mikoian, or a military leader such as Baghramian, but they 
do not perceive these individuals as representatives of the Armenian nation 
and know that they have reached these positions because they are stripped of 


‘ethnic bias.' 


"In spite of the privileged positions they hold in the Soviet edifice of 
government, the influence of Armenians is very relative, to the point of 
insignificancy, in the affairs of the Soviet Union. 


"However," the author asks, “are the Armenians the masters of their own 
domestic fate and their own edifice of government?" 














After Stalin's death, up to 1974, Armenia, alongside Belorussia and the 
Ukraine, was the only Soviet Republic whose top two secretaries of the 
Communist Party were local natives, while in neighboring Georgia and Azerbaijan 
one of these two secretaries was a Russian. Armenia lost its privileged 
position in 1974, when a Russian was appointed to one of these two positions. 


Thus in the political domain Claire Muratian does not notice substantial 
changes between the Stalin and post-Stalin periods. ‘One must seek a real 
difference and real changes in other domains: economic, cultural, and 


historical. 


The awakening of feelings of ethnic affiliation can be seen in the works of 
historians, writers, and in textbooks. Major scholarly works are being 
written at the universities to reawaken the distant and recent past. 


And, what was unimaginable and impossible during Stalin's time, the 1915 
Genocide has become a national memorial day, in commemoration of the 50th 
anniversary of the massacre, a commemoration in which government officials 


participate. 


In the section on true socialism and the Armenian Question, Claire Muratian 
presents the historical aspect of the evolution of the Armenian Question since 
the Sovietization of Armenia, especially in light of Turkish-Soviet relations. 
She notes that when Turkish-Soviet relations deteriorate, Moscow wouid bring 
up the Armenian Question, while when relations improved, the Armenian Question 


would cease to exist. 


However, states Claire Muratian, the Armenian Question is no longer of current 
relevance to the government, but it continues to be a bargaining chip; for 

the Armenian people, both at home and abroad, this bargaining chip continues 
to be relevant and of vital urgency. 


Claire Muratian relates all those incidents, demonstrations and. phenomena 
which demonstrate the progressive spread of national feelings from the leader- 
ship echelons to the body of the people in Soviet Armenia, proceeding from 
intellectuals and people in the arts to dissidents. 


Andrey Sakharov stressed in his "My Country and the World," which was published 
in 1975, that alongside religious believers, defenders of civil rights and 
intellectuals, "the nationalists of the Ukrainian, Baltic and Armenian 
republics comprise a different mass of political internees. Penalties imposed 
against these nationalists are harsh to the extreme, in spite of the fact that 
the only thing of which they are guilty is defense of their national culture, 
against the genuine threat of Russification." 


In this regard the author mentions several organizations, such as the Armenian 
Youth Organization and the National United Party, the former having been 
responsible for the 1965 demonstrations, while the latter seeks independence 


for Armenia. 

















In the conclusion to this extensive study, Claire Muratian writes: "The 

only reality is that after 60 years of Soviet administration the Armenian 
nation, instead of disappearing, has become even more consolidated and united 
within the governmental and territorial domain which is a legacy from the 
Independent Republic. The Armenian nation exists in the Soviet Union; it 
appears to be less assimilated than ever, although its scattering throughout 
the vast expanses of the Soviet Union makes it vulnerable. 


"The national identity has been preserved and strengthened; the Armenian 
nation has continued to exist and to grow stronger. But what will be the 
future of the Armenian Question...?" 
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ALGERIA 


ALGERIAN LIBERATION FRONT OFFICIAL ON ARMS PURCHASES 
GF161600 Manama AL~ADWA' in Arabic 16 Apr 83 p 5 


[Press statement by (Mohamed Cherif Messaadia), official in charge of the 
permanent secretariat of the Algerian Liberation Front Central Committee in 


Aigiers--no date given] 


[Excerpts] We have finally discovered the game of the arms purchased by the 
Arabs from the West and the East and for which they pay tens of billions of 
dollars. These weapons have become dummies just like the ones children play 
with. They laugh at us. The weapon for which an Arab state today pays half 
the income of its nation, the arms that antagonize it are produced at the 
same moment when its delivery takes place. Then only after 6 months, this 
weapon becomes scrap metal in the stores of that country. It is a blackmail 
and regrettable many of us are either unaware of it or just accept it. 





The Arabs cannot on any day become stronger than the NATO or Warsaw alliances. 
Israel is part of the first alliance. Thus, the solution is a liberation war, 
a revolutionary war. We faced France and it was hundreds of times stronger 
than us. But when the Algerian people were revolutionized we waged a popular 
liberation war against it and hence came our victory although France is part 
of the first alliance too. But if we buy, it is an expensive game in order 
to confront each other as has happened and is happening now. This is the 
real disaster. 


Morocco now occupies some of our territory and villages. We can deploy half 
of our army on the border in order to regain them. This is a path we will 
never take. The rapproachement taking place now may restore things and put 
them on the right course. 


CSO: 4500/184 








ALGERIA 


BRIEFS 


TRAINING COOPERATION WITH NIGER--Algiers, 12/4/83 (APS)--Algeria and Niger 
signed today in Algiers an accord of bilateral cooperation. The agreement 
which was signed from the Algerian side by Mr Abderrazak Bouhara, CC member, 
health minister and the Niger side by Mr Abdou Moubi [name as received], public 
health and social affairs ministers, notably stipulated the reinforcement of 
the cooperation in the fields of training and the exchange of experiences 
between the two countries. In the field of training the two parties expressed 
their mutual willingness to develop and to reinforce the bilateral cooperation. 
On its turn Algeria expressed its disposition to welcome Niger students in 
Algeria for para-medical trainings and teachers in this very field. Mr Abdou 
Moubi, is on an official visit in Algeria since 6 April for the participation 
to the works of the seminary organized by Algeria on the development of health 
national system and the Algerian experience in this field. [Text] [LD130123 
Algiers APS in English 1428 GMT 12 Apr 83] 
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EGYPT 


SOMALI FOREIGN MINISTER ARRIVES IN CAIRO 16 APRIL 


Reviews Mission 


NC162007 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1900 GMT 16 Apr 83 


[Text] Cairo, 16 Apr (MENA)--Somali Foreign Minister Abdurahman Jama Barre 
arrived in Cairo tonight on a 2-day visit to Egypt. During his visit he will 
deliver a message from Somali President Mohamed Siad Barre to President Husni 


Mubarak. 


On his arrival, the Somali minister expressed his thanks to the Egyptian 
president, government and people and praised the bilateral relations between 


Egypt and Somalia. 


He said his visit is within the framework of exchanging views with Egyptian 
officials on bilateral relations on the one hand and on the common problems, 
either in the Arab world or the whole world, on the other. 


The Somali minister added that his talks will also deal with developments in 
the situation in the African Horn. 


Commenting on Somalia's stand regarding the African summit conference, Jama 
Barre said his country supports attending the conference. He expressed the 
hope that the African states will be able to solve the problems which impeded 
the convening of the conference so far. 


The Somali minister was met at the airport by Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Kamal Hasan ‘Ali and Somali Ambassador in Cairo Hussein Hasan Farah. 


Meets With Mubarak 


NC180824 Cairo Domestic Service in Arabic 0800 GMT 18 Apr 83 


[Text] President Muhammad Husni Mubarak this morning received the Somali 
foreign minister, who handed him a message from Somali President Mohamed Siad 
Barre. The meeting was attended by Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Kamal Hasan ‘Ali and Somali Ambassador in Cairo Abdulrahman Fardeh [name as 


heard]. 











Talks Held 
NC180515 Cairo MENA in Arabic 2140 GMT 17 Apr 83 


[Text] Tonight, an Egyptian-Somali session of talks took place. Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister Kamal Hasan ‘Ali presided over the Egyptian side 
and the Somali side was chaired by the Somali Foreign Minister Abdurrahman 


Jama. 


MENA has learned that the talks made a comprehensive review of the current 
developments in the Middle East area, particularly those pertaining to the 
Lebanese issue and the suspension of the Jordanian-Palestinian dialogue. 


The talks also touched upon Egypt's efforts and contacts for accelerating the 
peace process, particularly the various contacts with the parties concerned 
and with the United States. 





The talks, in which a number of Egyptian Foreign Ministry Arab and African 
affairs experts participated, touched upon the current situation in the Arab 
area, Arab relations and the contacts being made for consolidating these rela- 


tions. 


As regards Africa, the talks “iscussed the various African issues particularly 
the situation in the African Horn, the Egyptian role for settling any disputes 
there and the realization of peace among the states of that area. 


The talks also dealt with the position of the OAU, the ways of consolidating 
and integrating it and ways of exerting efforts to convene the 19th African 
Summit conference in Addis Abbaba from 6 to 11 June without allowing any 
African problem to foil its meeting, particularly the Moroccan Desert issue. 
The two sides think that the Polisario should not attend the conference in 
order to bring about its success, to preserve the integration of the OAU and 
to help the resumption of its meetings. 


During the talks, the two sides reviewed the situation regarding the Iraq-Iran 
war. There was an identity of views between the Egyptian and the Somali sides 
on the necessity of intensifying the efforts of the Arab, Islamic and non- 
aoigned states for ending this war immediately. 


Leaves Cairo 
NC181530 Cairo Domestic Service in Arabic 1400 GMT 18 Apr 83 


[Text] Somali Foreign Minister Abdurahman Jama Barre left Cairo this after- 
noon after concluding a 2-day visit to Cairo. He was seen off by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister Kamal Hasan ‘Ali. During his visit, the Somali . 
foreign minister had talks with Kamal Hasan ‘Ali on developments in the Middle 
East situation, and the situation in the Horn of Africa, and relations between 
Egypt and Somalia and the means to strengthen them in various fields. 


cso: 4500/183 
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EGYPT 


MINISTRY REPORTS NUMBER OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 
Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 16 Mar 83 p 2 


[Text] The total number of government employees in Egypt was 11,724,900 at 

the end of the fiscal year 1981-1982 according to a report issued by the Minis- 
try of Manpower and Vocational Training. These employees received wages worth 
LE 7,449 million during the same year said the report. 


Breaking down the figures the report said 6,463,000 of the total work in the 
productive sectors, 3,480,000 in the social services and 1,781,000 in the pro- 


ductive services. 


The total wages of the productive sector workers was LE 2,632 million received 
by 4,274,000 workers in agriculture, 39,500 miners, 1,422,000 industrial workers, 
24,500 petroleum workers, 14,200 power workers and 664,000 housing the recon- 


struction workers. 


As regards government employees in the productive services, the report said 
that 433,000 of them work in transport, 18,000 in the Suez Canal Authority, 
1,103,000 workers in commerce, 13,000 in the insurance companies and 140,000 
workers in tourism and hotels. The total wages of these workers was LE 1,821 
million an average annual salary of LE 1,022 per worker. 


The report also said that 171,000 government employees in the social services 
work in real estate, 66,000 in public utilities, 895,000 in social affairs, 
29,000 in social insurance and 2,317,000 in the government service departments. 


Employees in the social services received annual wages totalling LE 2,994 mil- 
lion average of LE 860 per worker annually. The highest wages were received 


by workers in the government services and the lowest by workers in the field 
of real estate said the report--GSS 
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EGYPT 


TRADE WITH ROMANIA SOARS 
Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 14 Mar 83 p 2 


[Text] Egypt will export cotton and textiles to Romania in exchange for cement 
and chemicals, the Minister of Economy and Foreign Trade Mr Mustafa el Said 
said yesterday. 


Speaking to reporters following a meeting between President Hosni Mubarak and 
Romania's Minister of Trade, Vasile Pungan, Dr el Said said the two men dis- 
cussed a possible trade protocol between Egypt and Romania. 


Mr Pungan's visit to Egypt is the third by a senior East European Minister dur- 
ing the past six weeks. Last month, East Germany's Minister of Foreign Trade, 
Mr Horst Soelle, and his Czechoslovak counterpart, Mr Bohumil Erban, held talks 
in Cairo on contributing to Egypt's development plans. 


Mr Pungan, who arrived here Saturday to inaugurate his country's Pavilion in 
Cairo's International Trade Fair, also delivered a message from Romania's Pres- 
ident Nicolae Ceausescu to Mr Mubarak, Dr el Said said. The contents of the 


message were not disclosed. 


On Egyptian-Romanian relations, Dr Said said they were very strong and are 
developing year by year. The annual trade volume between the two countries in 
1976 was about $90 million, and this figure has grown to $400 million this 
year, the Minister said. 


He added that both countries are participating in various economic projects, 
such as the rural electrification projects and those related to vocation at 


training centres. 


On Egyptian exports to Romania, Mr Said said that policy in this regard was 
"to boost Egyptian exports to all countries, particularly to those with which 


we have trade protocols." 


In the meantime, the Minister said, we have to import all commodities needed 
for the implementation of the development projects as included in the five 
year plan and the monetary budget. REUTER 
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BRIEFS 


GREECE AS TRADING PARTNER--Egypt ranks fourth among Arab countries in trade 
cooperation with Greece. If oil purchases from Saudi Arabia and Libya are 

set aside, then Egypt would come first in regard to Greece's dealings with 
Arab countries. In view of the cultural commitments between the two coun- 
tries, there exists an executive programme for cultural cooperation which 
Greece is keen to carry out. The Egyptian Ambassador to Athens, Mr Saad 

Afra, says that Greece is a tourist country that knows how to attract tourists 
of various categories and tempt them to stay longer. According to t..e latest 
statistics, some 185,000 tourists entered Egypt via Athens from April 1981 to 
March 1982, the Ambassador said. This reflects he added, the importance of 
having close tourist cooperation between Egypt and Greece, as most tourists in 
the world have a common desire to visit ancient civilisations. In the winter 
tourist season, it is hard to find a seat on daily planes bound to Cairo, 

Mr Afra said, adding that close cooperation between the two countries is 
imperative. Greece foreign currency receipts are mainly from tourism then 
follows her receipts from maritime transport, Greece possesses the largest 
commercial fleet in the world, estimated at some 4,500 vessels. GSS [Text] 
[Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 16 Mar 83 p 2] 


BRITAIN PLEDGES DEVELOPMENT AID--Egyptian and Britain yesterday signed an 
agreement on British aid worth £64 million ($96 million) for Egypt's current 
five-year development plan. The memorandum of understanding was signed by the 
investment minister Dr Wagih Shindi and British Secretary of State for Trade 
Lord Cockfield. The deal grew out of talks between President Hosni Mubarak 
and Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in London last January. Lord Cockfield 
declined to identify what projects might be covered by the aid. He said £16 
million ($24 million) was a grant and the rest was in credits covered by the 
Export Credit Guarantee Department (ECGD). The British credits will be paid 
back within a period of 7 to 10 years at an interest rate of 10 percent. 
According to the agreement concluded between the two parties, a British expert 
team will visit Egypt at the end of this month to review the projects to be 
financed by the British aid to Egypt. REUTER, GSS [Text] [Cairo THE EGYPTIAN 
GAZETTE in English 16 Mar 83 p 3] 


FERTILIZER OUTPUT INCREASE SOUGHT--New production lines are projected at the 
fertilizers factory in Suez Works already started are expected to cost about 
LE 56 million according to the Chairman of Suez Fertilizers Plant Mr Mahmoud 
Ibrahim. The Chairman of the Company said the project aims at increasing the 

output of the factory up to 350,000 tons of calcium nitrates and ammonium sul- 
phate to meet the growing demand on these fertilizers which are required for 
















land reclamation projects, specially those now underway in Sinai. Meanwhile, 
Mr Fahmi Sadek, Head of the Engineering Department at the Company, said the 
equipment necessary for production of sulphuric acid has been already imported 
from the Federal Republic of Germany at a total cost of L.E. 24 million. Two 
Japanese-made power generators will consolidate power supply required for the 
new production line. The generators Mr Sadek said cost LE 2 million. A con- 
tract has been already signed with France to import a new unit for the produc- 
tion of nitric acid with a capacity of 45 tons daily at a price of LE 30 
million the official said. GSS [Text] [Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in 
English 17 Mar 83 p 2] 


‘ 


SENEGALESE MILITARY DELEGATION ARRIVES--Cairo, 16 Apr (MENA)--Gen (Idris Fall), 
chief of staff,of the Senegalese Army, arrived in Cairo tonight leading a 
military delegation on a 5-day official visit to Egypt at the invitation of 
Egyptian Chief of Staff Lt Gen ‘Abd-Rabb al-Nabi Hafiz. The delegation was 
met at the airport by Staff Maj Gen Ahmad ‘Abd-al-Rahman, acting commander 

of the Central Military Area, and Senegalese Ambassador in Cairo (Serigne 
Samio Mbaku). [Text] [NC162012 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1915 GMT 16 Apr 83] 


COOPERATION AGREEMENT--Bonn, 15 Apr (MENA)--Egypt and the Federal Republic of 
Germany signed today their economic and technical cooperation agreement for 
1983. Under the agreement West Germany would extend Egypt with a soft loan to 
the tune of 350 million marks to be repaid over 50 years with a ten-year 
period of grace. The agreement also provides for extending to Egypt an 18- 
million mark technical grant. Egyptian First Undersecretary for Investment 
and International Cooperation ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz al-Zahawi and the first under- 
secretary of the Germany Economy and Cooperation Ministry signed the agree- 
ment. [Text] [NC151908 Cairo MENA in English 1040 GMT 15 Apr 83] 
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MOROCCO 


U.S., MOROCCAN COMMERCE COMMISSION MEETS 


LD131643 Rabat MAP in English 1241 GMT 13 Apr 83 


[Text] Washington, 13 Apr (MAP)--The meeting of the joint Moroccan- 
American commission opened here Tuesday, under the chairmanship of 

Mr. Azeddine Guessous, Moroccan minister of commerce, industry and 
tourism, and Mr. Malcolm Baldrige, American secretary of commerce, and 
in the presence of the two countries’ delegations. 


Opening the meeting, the American secretary of commerce said that this meet- 
ing is being held at a moment when Morocco and the United States are going 
through "a delicate economic situation.” 


However, he observed, we are meeting in an attempt to settle our problems 

in prevision of the future. [sentence as received] "The leaders of our 

two countries understand that we are evolving in a market at the world scale 
and that, consequently, the problems can no longer find a complete solution 
within our respective frantiers," he added. 


He underlined "the great contribution” of the commission to the improvement 
of trade relations between Morocco end the United States. 


The American secretary of commerce stated that the new Moroccan code of 
investments will encourage the American and foreign private sectors to in- 
vest in Morocco. He also reaffirmed "the commitment of the United States 
to conclude a treaty on investments which is being negotiated with the 


Kingdom.” 


Mr. Baldrige recalled the two investments projects in Morocco that were sub- 
mitted by the City Gulf finance and the Xerox firm. He also recalled the 
colloquium on fisheries that was held in Morocco last January and during 
which a joint venture contract was concluded for the fishing of lobster and 
its export to the United States. He added that among the 23 American firms 
that visited Morocco a year ago as part of investment missions that he led, 
several have already started to operate in Morocco. Among these firms he 
cited; "Motorola," "Agro-Tech International," “American Soybean Associa- 
tion,” "Midwest Agricultural Trading Company," "Louis Dreyfus Corporation" 
and the "U.S. Wheat Association.” 
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Taking the floor, Mr. Guessous underlined the circumstances in which the 
second session of the joint commission is being held. In this respect, 

he indicated that the abundant rainfalls of this year will reduce Morocco's 
imports of alimentary products, while the fall of oil prices will alleviate 
Morocco's trade balance. Besides, he added, the improvement of relations 
between Morocco and Algeria will lead to a better future for the popula- 
tions of the region. 


Recalling last year's exchanges of visits between Morocco and the 

United States, and Moroccan businessmen's participation in economic events 

in the U.S., Mr. Guessous underlined the important deficit existing to the 
detriment of Morocco, explaining that while Moroccan imports have reached 
1,548.81 million dirhams, the exports tc the United States have only reached 
157.44 million dirhams. [figures as received] He added that barium sulphate, 
fluorine, and magnesium represent about 60 percent of Moroccan exports, 

and that Morocco began intensifying [words indistinct] 


The Moroccan minister then suggested the organizing in the United States 

of two colloquiums, one on an agro-business aimed at identifying the possi- 
bilities of trade and investments and the other on electronics, a field in 
which Morocco and the United States can largely cooperate. 


About investments, Mr. Guessous explained that the new Moroccan code of in- 
vestments provides to foreign investors the same advantages as to Moroccan 
investors and does not exact a Moroccan participation in the capital. Be- 
sides, it allows the repatriation of dividends, and of the whole capital 

in the case of a transfer of propriety. 


Dealing with tourism, Mr. Guessous stated that Morocco relies on this sector 
for entry of hard currencies and the creation of new jobs, and expressed 
hope that American air companies would resume their flights to Morocco. 


About financial cooperation, the Moroccan minister wished that the conditions 
for purchasing American wheat and equipment’ be loosened, and asked for more 
loans from the Eximbank for the purchase of spare parts for cherifian phos- 
phates office. 


The commission carried on its works in the afternoon at the level of three 
working groups concerning investments, trade exchanges and fisheries. 
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BOUCETTA INTERVIEWED ON SAHARA, MIDEAST ISSUES 






LD121643 Rabat Domestic Service in Arabic 1300 GMT 12 Apr 83 


[Text] The dynamism of the Fes summit resolutions for the achievement of 
peace in the Middle East now requires concentrated Arab consultations, and 
it has become necessary to evaluate the efforts made so far so as to define 
a clear strategy which will enable the implementation of the other articles 
of the resolutions approved in Fes. This was said in an interview given by 
Foreign Minister M'hamed Boucetta to AL-WATAN AL-'ARABI magazine, published 
in its latest issue today. 






























In addition to the Arab issues, Boucetta spoke about the problem of Ceuta 
and Melilla and the situation in the Arab Maghreb. Concerning the former, 
M'hamed Boucetta confirmed that the two cities are an indivisible part of 
the Moroccan soil and said that Spanish Prime Minister Gonzales during his 
recent visit to Morocco was acquainted with all the details of this prob- 
lem. He added that Morocco, as stated many times by His Majesty King 
Hassan II, has confirmed its desire to maintain friendly relations with 
Spain. 


Concerning the situation in the Arab Maghreb, Boucetta said that 
February's meeting between His Majesty King Hassan II and President 
Bendjedid of Algeria had opened new scope for the edification of the Great 
Arab Maghreb and that this step was consolidated by the Algerian-Tunisian 
summit meeting. He added that new developments, based on strong founda- 
tions, will be achieved in the next few months. 





Concerning the Arab problem, the minister explained that the agreement 
reached at the Fes summit continues to be in effect and that all the parties 
concerned with the Middle East problem, whether at the Arab or inter- 
national levels, consider the Fes plan to be the most suitable way to 
achieve a settlement of the Palestine problem. 


Concerning the possibility of granting a further period to Washington to 
present the necessary guarantees for a peaceful settlement of this problem, 
the minister pointed to the need to stress this role in view of the pres- 
sures which the United States can apply to Israel to end its settlement 
policy in the occupied Arab land within the framework of the expected 
comprehensive talks. The Arab position, however, Boucetta said, derives 











its strength above all from the Arab decision which should be based on 
clear data in the light of the latest developments and it is for this 
purpose that the next Arab summit is being held. 


The minister called for the granting of comprehensive Arab support to 
Lebanon and said that the Israeli occupation of a part of Lebanon threatens 
other Arab countries, while the danger which the Zionist invasion repre- 
sented threatens the whole Arab nation. Boucetta rejected the idea of 
isolating the Lebanese problem from the Palestinian problem as the aggres- 
sion is as one and is aimed at harming Arab security. The minister pointed 
to the need for stronger U.S. pressures because time is in favor of Israel. 


The minister said that the coming Arab summit will discuss the role of the 
Soviet Union in the Middle East peace process in addition to the role of 
other international powers. In this context he said that the Fes resolu- 
tions call for contacts with various powers. 
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MOROCCO 





COMMUNIQUE ON MOROCCAN-GABONESE LINKS PUBLISHED 
PM131254 Casablanca LE MATIN in French 5 Apr 83 pp 1, 2 


{Map report: "Toward Exemplary Cooperation Within the Framework of South- 
South Dialogue] 


[Text] Rabat, 5 Apr--[Moroccan] Minister of State for Cooperation 

Mahjoubi Aherdane returned to Rabat on Sunday evening [3 Aprii] after chair- 
ing the second session of the Moroccan-Gabonese joint cooperation commission 
jointly with his Gabonese counterpart Martin songo in Libreville. 


After stressing that the session "took place in an atmosphere characterized 
by frankness, friendship and fraternity,” the final communique states that 
the two delegations studied "means and measures likely to develop spheres of 
application for the exemplary cooperation between the two countries which 

is part of South-South dialogue.” 


The communique adds that a follow-up committee comprising experts from the 
two countries, has been set up to strengthen Moroccan-Gabonese relations and 
to raise them "to the level of the ties of friendship, fraternity and mutual 
respect which unite the two heads of state, His Majesty King Hassan II and 
His Excellency el-Hadj omar Bongo." 


The communique also notes that the structure and evolution of trade still fall 
below the two countries’ potential and show a chronic deficit to Morocco's 
detriment." [quotemarks as published] 


In this connection an ad-hoc commission has been set up and will examine 

“ways of developing trade between Morocco and Gabon to the maximum, especially 
the question of customs duties and tariffs applied to national products for 
the Gabonese market." 


In the sphere of financial and industrial cooperation, the communique states, 
the two countries’ appointed experts will examine the industrial possibilities 
in Gabon by drawing up specific programs for small and medium-sized enter- 
prises and industries while guaranteeing Moroccan technical assistance to 


Gabon. 
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The question of double taxation will be the subject of a convention which 
will be signed between the two countries, the communique states and it 
also ‘specifies that Morocco “will continue to provide Gabonese nationals 
with university education and vocational and technical training” while 
encouraging interuniversity exchanges and the exchange of teachers between 
the two countries. 


Various other spheres (agriculture, water and forestry, fishing, public 
health, tourism, justice and so forth) were also given "close attention” 


by the two delegations. 


In the political sphere, the final communique states that the two sides 
"reiterated their unconditional support for the valiant Namibian people 
in their struggle against the South African occupation troops” and also 
condemned “the armed invasion of Angolan territory by the same forces 
of the racist South African regime." 


After welcoming the “advent of peace in Chad" the two delegations, the 
communique stresses, “expressed satisfaction at the tireless action of 

his majesty King Hassan II, chairman of the Jerusalem committee and of the 
Seven-Man committee resulting from the recent Fes summit, to achieve «4 
just and peaceful settlement to the Middle East problem." 


With regard to the Iraqi-Iranian war, the two sides who “note with con- 
sternation the continuation of the conflict" support "any initiative 
aimed at establishing peace in this region especially in the framework 
of the Islamic conference." 


The communique also notes "the stagnation" in North-South dialogue and 
stresses the need to develop South-South dialogue "in order to establish 
fruitful cooperation among the developing countries.” 





It will be remembered that the Moroccan delegation was received by 
Gabonese Prime Minister Leon Mebiame during its visit to Libreville. 
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MOROCCO 


MAGHREB UNITY SUPPORTED 
PM131429 Casablanca LE MATIN in French 7 Apr 83 pp 1, 2 


{Ahmed Alaoui Editorial: "For a Political Charter of the United Arab 
Maghreb") 


[Text] The current normalization of political and diplomatic relations 
between Morocco and Algeria, the gradual restoration of the free 
circulation of goods and people and of a climate of mutual confidence 
is creating a framework which must be filled without delay, especially 
as regards cultural and commercial exchanges. 


This opportunity must be seized with particular dynamism since this 
current normalization concerns the three big Maghreb countries: on the 
one hand relations between Morocco and Algeria following the 26 February 
meeting between His Majesty Hassan II and President Chadli Bendjedid and 
on the other hand between Algeria and Tunisia following the meeting in 
Tunis between the two heads of state and the conclusion of a treaty of 


fraternity and understanding. 


Furthermore relations between Morocco and Algeria are in principle still 
governed by the Moroccan-Algerian treaty of fraternity, good-neighborly 
relations and cooperation signed in Ifrane which has still not been 
abrogated. It is, therefore, still valid and is the counterpart to the 
Algerian-Tunisian Tunis treaty. 


But what is crucial in the present situation is the conclusion of a multi- 
lateral rather than a bilateral Maghreb convention stemming directly from 
the Tunis and Ifrane treaties and constituting a real Maghreb political 
charter defining the rules of good-neighborliness, cooperation and non- 
interference in others’ affairs and banning, as the Tunis treaty specifies, 
any alliance directed against a Maghreb state. 


Indeed the Moroccan-Algerian treaty of fraternity, good-neighborly relations 
and cooperation signed in Ifrane stipulates in article 5 that "the two sides 
pledge not to join any pact or any alliance directed against the other." 


For its part the Algerian-Tunisian treaty of fraternity and understanding 
reaffirms the proceeding and stipulates in article 4 that "each side pledges 
not to tolerate the activity of any grouping which might attack the other 
side's security or integrity or use violence to try to change its regime." 
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The Great Maghreb comprises five countries, including Libya and Mauritania. 
But, if we wish to act-with realism and efficacy in this Maghreb edifice 
we must start by laying the foundations and proceed in stages. These 
foundations rest essentially on relations between Morocco, Algeria and 
Tunisia. Once this core has been consolidated, it will be possible to 
talk of expansion. Meanwhile, it is appropriate to avoid any doubt, any 
ambiguity, any haste and any improvisation. Before uniting it is neces- 
sary to define yourselves, otherwise, as many experiences prove, without 
that precondition all that is produced is confusion and adventure. The 
first stage to reach is, therefore, the normalization of political 
relations. 


Once that objective has been attained we can move on to the second phase 
which is to lead to union. It could not be an organic union but a function- 
al union respecting each country's specific characteristics, personality 

and independence. For instance, this functional union presupposes constant 
consultations, cooperation at all levels, exchanges of experiences, many 
contracts in all spheres--scientific, sporting and cultural. This is the 
necessary, and one might even say adequate, network. Because once this 
network has been woven everything is easy. One of the most important spheres 
is the cultural sphere in which cooperation can take on its full value by 

a judicious policy of distributing inter-Maghreb university centers--real 
melting pots in which a Maghreb awareness can be strengthened, extended 

and can take root. 


It must not be forgotten that Maghreb awareness was consolidated during the 
struggle for the Maghreb countries’ independence. We campaigned together 
in Algiers, Paris and Cairo in particular and immediately realized the 
extent to which the general cause was also the cause of each country. 

That is why the national movements always asserted their desire to achieve 
the double objective of independence and Maghreb unity. 


These are the bases on which the Great United Arab Maghreb must be built 
and on which many ties can be woven by constant exchanges in all spheres 
and by constant political, cultural and social consultation. 


And this will be made all the easier by the fact that over the past few 
years, despite the tension, Maghreb intellectuals have constantly communi- 


cated with each other at many congresses and have thus shown a desire for 
unity and a Maghreb awareness, 
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TUNISIA 


BOURGUIBA RECEIVES MOROCCAN ENVOY 
LD141713 Tunis Domestic Service in Arabic 1600 GMT 14 Apr 83 


[Text] The great combatant, President Habib Bourguiba, has expressed his 
pleasure at the successful development of Tunisian-Algerian cooperation 
and called for bolstering it in all fields. This was stated by Tunisian 
Foreign Minister Beji Caid Esebsi following his meeting this morning with 
President Bourguiba, to whom he submitted a report on his meeting with 
Algerian President Chadli Bendjedid and on his talks with a number of 


Algerian ministers. 


Afterwards, President Habib Bourguiba received Ahmed ben Soudah, the special 
envoy of King Hassan II of Morocco. The audience took place in the 
presence of Foreign Minister Beji Caid Esebsi and Mohamed Tazi, the 


Moroccan ambassador to Tunisia. 


Following the meeting, the Moroccan envoy said that he brought with him 
the greetings of King Hassan II, who had hoped to meet with the Tunisian 
president during the emergency Arab summit conference called for by 
Morocco. The Moroccan envoy added that he acquainted the Tunisian presi- 
dent with all the moves made and measures taken by the Moroccan kingdom 
for the holding of that summit conference. He affirmed that King Hassan II 
had sent envoys to all Arab countries to invite them to attend the summit 
with a view to evaluating the situation that followed the visits made by 
the seven-member Arab committee and to drawing up plans for future Arab 


action. 


Ahmed ben Soudah added: Following these contacts, it became evident that 
the Arab leaders were unanimous on the need to hold such a summit. But 
some of them called for it to be postponed for a few days in order to 
create the most favorable conditions so that it would be as successful as 


the Fes summit conference. 


In conclusion, the Moroccan envoy expressed the hope that the summit con- 
ference would be held early in May. 
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TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


TALKS WITH BULGARIA'S TANCHEV--The effects of the agricultural investment 
code, the activities of the Agricultural Investment Promotion Agency and 
the National Agricultural Development Bank as well as the extension of 
social protection to farmers, were the subjects which Mr Mohamed Ghedira, 
member of the Politburo and chairman of the National Farmers Union, dis- 
cussed Tuesday with Petur Tanchev, first deputy chairman of the Bulgarian 
State Council and secretary of the Bulgarian National Agrarian Union. 

Mr Ghedira analyzed these achievements as the bases of the work to promote 
the agricultural sector during the second year of the sixth national plan, 
emphasizing the importance which President Bourguiba has attached to the 
modernization of agriculture since the country gained independence. For his 
part Mr Tanchev said he was honored to visit the farmers union during his 
Tunisian visit and he stressed Bulgaria's readiness to develop its coopera- 
tion relations with Tunisia. In this connection he stressed that a number 
of Tunisian technicians are going to receive advanced training in Bulgaria 
in the agricultural sphere. Stressing the importance of agriculture in his 
country, Mr Tanchev said that in the past Bulgaria had a rural population 
of 82 percent as against only 18 percent today and that at the same time 
agricultural production has trebled, making Bulgaria an exporting country. 
{[Unattributed report] [Text] [PM140848 Tunis L'ACTION in French 6 Apr 83 


p 5) 


DEFENSE MINISTER MEETS EAGLEBERGER--Minister of National Defense Slaheddine 
Baly this morning met with Lawrence Eagleberger, the American under secre- 
tary of state for political affairs. The meeting covered matters of common 
interest and ways to bolster relations between Tunisia and the United 
States. Eagleberger noted the identity of views between the two sides in 
regard to the matters discussed and expressed pleasure at the level of 
relations between Tunisia and the United States, which he described as 
excellent. [Text] [LD141836 Tunis Domestic Service in Arabic 1600 GMT 

14 Apr 83] 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


SDAR OFFICIAL ON WILLINGNESS TO NEGOTIATE WITH MOROCCO 


LD151636 Algiers APS in English 1030 GMT 16 Apr 83 

: f 
[Text] Paris, 16 Apr (APS)--The setting up of the "walJ" around what is 
called the “useful Sahara" is the evidence that the cause defended by Hassan II 
is the cause of phosphate, as he put a stress on the (?fact that the) Moroccan 
regime suffered a bitter miliary defeat on our whole territory, Mr Ould Salek 
Mohamed Salem, responsible for the Polisatto Front external relations [posi- 
tion as received] declared during a press conference in Paris. 





Mr Ould Salek added, that the Saharan people, for which "the whole Sahara is 
useful," has, to counter sophisticated means of the Moroccan Army, and more 
sophisticated weapons: "Our people's willingness to extend its sovereignty 
on its whele territory, in independence and peace." The Saharan people have 
still the (?whole armament) taken from the Moroccan Army, Algeria's solid 
support as well as the support of several African countries. 

4 
He stressed that the Saharan Arab Democratic Republic delegation will be pres- 
ent at the works, on 6 June, of the OAU summit in Addis Ababa. It will answer 
the appeal launched to all African countries by the Committee of '12' of the 
organization which, on last February, decided the venue of this "summit" with- 


out any preliminary. 


Mr Ould Salek estimated that "this war is the only obstacle to the construction 
of the Maghreb, a Maghreb which cannot be rebuilt on the ruins of the Saharan 
people." He recalled, besides principles of international organizations on 
borders inherited from the colonial era as well as peoples’ right to freely 
dispose of themselves. [sentence as received] 


SDAR Government and the Polisario Front, Mr Ould Salek added are ready for 
any initiative which would reach the starting of direct negotiations between 
Morocco and SDAR to find a peaceful solution to the conflict opposing them. 
Unfortunately [words indistinct] willingness from the Moroccan side remains 
the obstacle for the establishment of peace in the region." 
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ISRAEL 


"HA'ARETZ' COMMENTARY CRITICIZES BEGIN APPROACH 
TAL51536 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 15 Apr 83 p 13 
[Commentary by Yo'el Marcus: "Begin is Alive, Truly Alive"] 


[Text] Mr Menahem Begin really does have long.silences. When he talks at 
meetings his voice is so low that those present have to lean toward him. The 
lenses of his glasses are so thick they create the impression that he is star- 
ing out at space. Famous U.S. correspondents who wish to see him have been 
refused lately. Most of the time he only works half a day in his office. In 
the afternoon he is always at home. His ministers enjoy full autonomy and, 
barring two or three chosen ones, do not see him outside the Cabinet meetings. 
But the summing up of these facts and details should not lead to an error: 
Begin is not only “the King of Israel" in the eyes of the greater part of the 
public, but is also alive, truly alive as the total “master” [last word in 
English] of the government. He leaves his mark on the future and image of the 
country, more than any other prime minister we have had since David Ben-Gurion. 


The fashionable question posed by various papers “why is the prime minister 
raising his voice" in this or that issue, is insignificant. Begin knows how 

to talk, when he feels like it, and there is a great exaggeration in the ability 
of his public speeches to influence. It is not truly important whether Begin 
talks a lot publicly or not. What is important is what he does do even when he 
seems to be doing nothing. And Begin is doing very much these days, and with 
marked success, on two subjects: in securing the continuation of his rule and 
in creating a situation which in the future will make it impossible to take the 
West Bank and Gaza out of Israel's hands. He calls it the "great struggle 


over Eretz Yisra'el." 





A very active and energetic Begin is revealed regarding those two subjects, a 
Begin who also shows manipulation ability and an ability to make decisions as 
well. From the coalition point of view, for instance, he managed to create a 
personal obligation toward him on the part of all the coalition partners, so 
much so that only a natural disaster will be able to cause the disbandment of 
the government before November 1985. Looking back it seems that Begin was also 
as active on the subject of the Kahan Commission as a political fox: Although 
the commission criticized his actions, and in any proper country this would 
have led to his resignation, he was abie to channel all the fire toward Arik 
Sharon. He let Sharon get involved, believing, like many in those days, that 
Begin would not dare to hurt him, until he was dismissed and neutralized in the 














end. It is astounding to see how quickly Sharon has dissolved from an 
omnipotent status to a status of a real nonentity. 


In the last Cabinet session, when one by one, Shamir, Arens and the others 
attacked the United States, Begin seemed to be someone who does not follow the 
events. But when one of the ministers suggested that Israel act on behalf of 
Walter Mondale, who is seeking to be the Democratic candidate for the presi- 
dency, Begin cut him short very sharply, claiming that such talks, if leaked, 
will be seen as intervention in U.S. internal affairs. He forced the minister 
not only to cut his speech short but also to change his mind. This only shows 
that it was conveninet for Begin for the ministers to criticize the United 
States, and for this criticism not to remain secret--up to a point. In his 
talk 2 days ago with Philip Habib in which he rejected unequivocally a compro- 
mise on Major Haddad'’s status, he found a way to pass on an indirect message 
to the U.S. administration. "If you intend to put pressure on us you better 
tell the Lebanese that it will not make any difference for them." Begin thinks 
that the administration wants to force Israel's hand in Lebanon in order to 
show the PLO and Husayn what it will do to it when the future of the West Bank 
is discussed. Therefore Begin sees standing up to U.S. pressure on Lebanon as 
part of his great struggle for Eretz Yisra‘el. 


In this connection, Begin’s thoughts center on the relations with the United 
States. The dismissal of General Haig, by what his aides call the "Saudi 
Mafia,” upset his hand. Up until then he was sure that the action in Lebanon 
served the United States as well and therefore also enjoyed its support. He 
was counting on the fact that after liquidating the pro-Soviet PLO, Israel and 
the United States would get closer, enabling the continued freeze in the terri- 
tories. "The change in U.S. policy" by the Reagan plan surprised Begin and 
made him bitter toward the administration. On 30 August Begin killed the plan 
in the Knesset and since then he has intentionally abstained from publicly 
arguing with the president, hoping the plan will fall on its own, and letting 
his ministers do the job. He wanted the argument to stay as "war between aides” 
on both sides. He is sure that Reagan, personally, is Israel's friend and that 
it will be better not to make him go over to "the enemy side" by personal pro- 
vocation. This is also why he refuses to see U.S. correspondents, as any such 
interview will force him to publicly confront Reagan. Begin thinks that Reagan 
will sover up on his own when he discovers that his aides sold him an "attrac- 
tively packaged fiasco” [last word in English]. With "Husayn's exodus" the 
circle was closed and according to Begin it will be possible to renew the good 
relations with the United States (and in the process to renew the invitation to 
Begin to meet with Reagan). "Soon the affair of Lebanon will end and you will 


again see the Begin you knew," his aides say. 


There is no doubt that Mr Begin wants--whether by the settlements initiative 

and by confiscating Arab land for private and public building in the territories 
or by posing strict measures in the territories--to create a situation that 

will prevent the next government from having a possibility of physically return- 














ing the West Bank. Contrary to Moshe Dayan's beliefs, Begin does not believe 
in liberal occupation or in mutual existence between the two peoples. General 
Eytan reflected his policies by saying a situation should be created where the 
Arabs’ will be like drugged cockroaches in a bottle. There are those who com 
pare Begin's manner of action these days to that of David Ben-Gurion, who used 
to devote himself to one or two central issues. What concerns Begin today, his 
aides say, is the triangle--the United States, Israel, and Lebanon--and nothing 
more. If the doctors receive 100 shekels more or less, this he leaves to 
Shostak and Aridor. Although there is a resemblence to Ben-Gurion's mode of 
operation, this is only a technical resemblance, since Ben-Gurion dealt only 
in subjects he thought of supreme importance to the fact of society and the 
strengthening of the state. Therefore he dealt one time with education, one 
time with the relations between the state and its army, and at times with the 
subjects of immigration and absorption. But he was always realistic enough to 
recognize the limits of Israel's strength and options. Begin, on the other 
hand, is not concerned at all with Israel's social image and does not deal with 


political realities. He is busy applying the Bible. 


And if on the way to fulfilling this impossible mission the society which wanted 
to be the light for nations turns into an occupation force that unwillingly 
supresses the rights of another people; and if on the way the seeds of a future 
civil war are planted, and the country sinks into glorious worldwide isolation, 
it cannot be claimed it was all done by a man who does not exist. Mr Begin, 

who is alive, exists, and has a singer in every pie, has ensured his place in 
history. It will not forget him, and, I am afraid, will also not forgive. 
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ISRAEL 


ISRAELI REPORT ON INTERVIEW WITH HADDAD 


TAO71939 Jerusalem KOTERET RASHIT in Hebrew 7 Apr 83 pp 8-10 


[Report by Rafiq Halabi] 


[Excerpt] Since the Lebanon war began, it has become difficult to estimate 
the number of residents in southern Lebanon. In the past, nearly 100,000 
inhabitants resided within the Lebanese front that parallels the Israeli 
border. Today the number of Lebanese living from the al-‘Awwali in the 

north down to the Israeli border in the south exceeds 400,000. The majority 
of them are Shi'ites, the minority Christians, Druze and Palestinian 

refugees. This area is called by Haddad's supporters "free Lebanon.” The 
nearly autocratic ruler there is Haddad himself. There are no courts, there 
are no administrative establishments. The Lebanese government tries to direct 
the affairs of the south from the north, but is unsuccessful. 


I met Haddad only a few minutes after he ended his meeting with the regional 
IDF commander. The Israeli officer came to calm him after the murder of 
(‘Alush), the doctor from Yarun--in an incident with the Fijian soldiers 
from the multinational force and after reports were spread about an Israeli 
softening on the subject of Haddad himself. 


Haddad, short, muscular and bald, hardly ever removes his French kepi. His 
voice is hushed, as though having lost some of his self-confidence. The 
black marks and winkles around his eyes betray his fatigue. I have met 
Haddad many times in the last few years. He is a sincere, honest and 
patriotic man. I find it easy to trust and believe him, and he makes 
pleasant conversation. He derives his strength from Israel, which also 


finances his troops’ pay. 


When spotting the owner of the Cedars Hotel in Metulla, Haddad said: "No more 
Haddad, or have you net heard the radio?" Haddad, worried, tries to talk me 
into leaving him alone. In the past he never feared talking to reporters. 

For years he had trained an army with the encouragement of Refa‘el Eytan, 

and now his army numbers some 1,000 troops. Most of them were trained in 

IDF installations in Israel. Haddad seats himself, ready for the interview: 
"Well, ready?” he asks, adding: "I have become the Lebanese problem. I am 
the stumbling block. I am the obstacle. They have forgotten what I have 


done." 
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Are you pointing a finger at Israel, I asked? 


"Yes, but not exclusively. The problem of Lebanon is Syria. I do not believe 
the Syrians. Lebanon, too, should fight for Sa'd Haddad. It hurts to see 
the Lebanese Government squander the achievements of the war. I am dis- 
heartened. I grieve over everything. They will yet come back to their 
senses. (Edward Hannan), Camille Sham'un, Pierre al-Jumayyil and others have 
said I am a patriot, yet they take action to the contrary. I feel that I am 
a scapegoat, I feel for my country and its tragedy. Oh, my people... I can 
envision the partitioning of Lebanon. There is no central rule in Beirut. 
The leaders cannot see the danger. I fought for my country for 7 years, and 
now it is disintegrating, committing suicide. I managed to enlist the 

Druze, Shi'ites and Sunni into the army of the south. Did they manage to do 
the same in the north? What is happening in the north is the beginning of 


a civil war." 
What about Israel's attitude toward you? 


"I am grateful to Israel for having turned the friendship with Haddad into 
friendship between two people. I do not know how far Israel will go along 
with us. It is true that Sharon and Raful are gone, but the friendship 

in between two peoples, not between three individuals. Even if the United 
‘tates pressures Israel, I do not believe it will forsake us. Where would 
the friendship then have gone? What about the amity? Unfortunately, I 
have not yet met Moshe Arens. He is busy and I may meet him in a few days. 
I have heard that he is a great patriot and I believe your interests call 
for ties with Lebanon. I do not know the new chief of staff. We met once 
for 30 minutes and that is all." 


If there is a partitioning, will you agree to rule over the south? 


"I am against partitioning. But there is no other way. Lebanon will be 
divided. The Druze in ash-Shuf and the Shi'ites in al-Biqa want to establish 
a Khomeyni-style Islamic country. The Sunnis want to have a federation with 
the Syrians. The Christians are split up in factions. Therefore I build an 
army out of all the factions, including soldiers maintaining moderate views 
who believe that Lebanon is for the Lebanese. I do not want extremists. 

The border will first be the al-‘Awwali bridge, and from there we will act 
toward freeing Lebanon. My forces are getting stronger day by day." 


Suddenly he came back to his old self. He must have felt he had dropped a 
"bomb" and wanted to correct the impression. "Amin al-Jumayyil has not 
changed. He is under pressure he cannot handle. The Americans take care of 
their interests and the Saudis help them. I can see black days. I was 
offered the post of ambassador and refused, because the situation is fluid 
and changes hour by hour. Ever since I first enlisted, in 1957, I have 
learned not to rush things. There are no rules here, everything changes." 


There are more than 100,000 Palestinians in the area under your control. 
What will you do with them? 


"When they carried guns and fought, I did not hesitate to fight them. They 
were my enemies. Not so today. They will remain where they are and I will 
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guard them and help them. However, they have no right to be Lebanese. Why 
should the Arab countries not open their gates to them? Look how Kuwait 

has been expelling them and how the Saudis treat them...the Saudis are primi- 
tive and the Kuwaitis are backward and do not understand anything. And why 
are the Americans intervening? I am not prepared to expel even one of them, 
and I will not accept such a resolution [as published]. But where are they, 
the Americans? Why are they not pressuring Saudi Arabia and Kuwait? I have 
been offered resignation. Why? My country is in danger. Syria is getting 
stronger in the north and I have been fighting against the Syrian trends for 
7 years. No, I am not going to retire!" 


He believes in his ability to preserve order in Tyre and Sidon even after 
Israel withdraws. However, I have heard many say the opposite, contending 
that this forces are dwindling. Many of his soldiers go back to the valleys 
these days, to till the land. Others are glancing toward the heads of the 
new administration in Lebanon. His soldiers are paid by Israel--1,600 
Lebanese pounds, which is 16,000 shekels. Some get less. This is being 
footed by the Israeli paymaster who is aided by an assistant from Haddad's 
forces. This is Haddad's real force: Promising paid work to the Christian 


majority in southern Lebanon. 


I asked how he felt with Sharon, Raful and Yanush (Maj Gen Avigdor Ben-gal, 
who retired from the IDF) gone. He appeared to have anticipated the question. 
"IT have lost a dear friend when Sharon left. Sharon acted for Lebanon, not 
only for Israel. The Lebanese have shown that they are traitorous, not 
loyal. Israel entered Lebanon at the request of the Lebanese. Sharon only 
further pushed the matter. Raful, my good friend since 1967, is one of us. 
Our brother, when I went to visit him, I felt that this was our home. And 
this is really how he behaved toward me--in my house, too. He, too, helped 
us and took action for the sake of Lebanon. I wish him all the best. Today 
I fear that there might be a deal between Israel, the United States and 
Lebanon and that our friends will no longer help us.” 


Haddad wanted to end the conversation in order not to miss the funeral of 
the physician, from Yarun, a small Maronite village near Bint Jubayl, the 
largest Shi'ite town in the central sector. Hundreds came to that funeral 


procession. 


The men carried the casket above their heads, as though performing a dance. 
They turned around in the entrance to the church square, as though smitten 
by a dybbuk, running and dancing, with the coffin still held up. 
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ISRAEL 


SCHIFF ON DAMASCUS FEAR OF ISRAEL 
TAO71402 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 7 Apr 83 p 3? 
[Commentary by Ze'ev Schiff: "Who Is Threatening Whom?"] 


[Text] The snow in Lebanon is melting and upon the advent of spring there 
are rising voices on the possibility of a new military move in Lebanon 
involving Israel and Syria. Each side, Jerusalem and Damascus, claim that 
the other is scheming and plotting war. The chorus was also joined by warn- 
ings from Moscow to Israel, of course. The nature of such a state of affairs 
is such that both sides will concentrate forces if only as a precaution 
against possible surprises. The concentrations of forces naturally increase 
the nervousness and under such circumstances it will suffice that the terror- 
ists located among the Syrian lines, including the hundreds of Iranian volun- 
teers, succeed in one of their acts against the IDF for the entire tinder 
box to go up in flames. Both parties need iron nerves to prevent incidents 


from expanding if they want to prevent them of course. 


We are always inclined to see only our side of the affairs and to think that 
the threat is posed to us by the other side, by the enemy. However, the 
Syrians have quite justified fears since they have a very bad experience 
with Israel. What are the Syrians afraid of? Damascus is witness to the 
fact that Israel's objectives in Lebanon have been badly eroded. Israel 
has not obtained the objectives it set for itself in the war and did not 
manage to complete its military moves. The negotiations between Israel and 
Lebanon are meeting with numerous difficulties and Israel still faces 
problems when the second stage of negotiations between Lebanon and Syria 
begins. Damascus’ fear is that Israel may decide that through another mili- 
tary move, intended to drive the Syrian army out of the northern Lebanese 
al-Biqa’ region it will be able to complete the objectives it did not obtain 


in the war. 


This fear was especially strong when Sharon served as defense minister due 
to the fact that the military failure was linked to him. Following the 
reshuffle in the defense establishment the Syrians may fear that Israel may 
try to extract itself with a military move from Lebanon, to withdraw from 
this country in an honorable manner and with more achievements than it may 
score in the long negotiations. The Syrians also suspect that during such a 
military move Israel will find an excuse to attack the Soviet SAM-—5 missile 
batteries and to thus lead to the United States’ more decisive stand behind 


Israel. 
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Some in Israel may claim that these are exaggerated fears and suspicions but 
the objective conditions point in this direction and indicate it is Damascus, 
not Jerusalem or Tel Aviv, that is within range of IDF artillery. Had the 
situation between the other way round and Syria would have stuck its "finger" 
in our throat, the IDF would have reacted with a counteroffensive a long time 
ago. The prime minister as well as Chief of Staff Eytan repeatedly declared 
that Israel does not intend to attack Syria but al-Asad has a very bad 
experience with such declarations. As a matter of fact, he has no reason 

to believe them. On 8 June 1982 when Begin declared in the Knesset that we 
do not intend to attack Syria, Sharon and Refa‘el Eytan at the same time 
instructed an attack on the Syrians in Jazzin and even planned to attack, 
that very same day, the Syrian missile batteries in the al-Biqa’ region. 

The missile batteries were attacked the next day, while Philip Habib was in 
Damascus on Israel's mission, with a proposal to solve the problems without 
firing. After all this, why should al-Asad believe the promises emanating 
from Israel that there is no intention to attack him and that no trap is 
being set for him? Had we been in his place we would have lost our nerves 
long ago and moved to an attack. It is good indeed that the al-Asad who 


faces us has strong nerves. 


In the situation Israel finds itself following the Lebanese war Israel too 
has ground for fears of the Syrian threat or a sudden military move. Israel 
should take into account that the Syrians who are subject to a threat on 
their capital may take advantage of their local advantage for a sudden mili- 
tary move in order to repel the IDF backward. The Syrians may look for a 
military move in order to gain prestige after they had been defeated in the 
war. In the present deployment they may assess they can surprise the IDF, 
hit many of its soldiers, capture soldiers and take control of areas. This 
prestige will enable them to enter negotiations with Lebanon from stronger 
positions of power. A withdrawal from Lebanon afterward will be received 
better in Syria. Damascus may also decide on a war of attrition, either by 
means of the terrorists located in the Syrian-controlled area or by the 
participation of its army as well. This will disrupt the negotiations in 
Lebanon, prevent other political arrangements (with Husayn and the PLO) 
under U.S. aegis and will cause the IDF to sink still further in the 
Lebanese mud. 


Each side has good reason for fears, but Damascus has more real reasons to 
launch this or that military move. The mystery is how the Soviets operate. 
Are they acting as a restraining element or will they not be deterred from 
military moves such as firing the SAM-5's? Do they prevent the Syrians from 
getting into complications and settle for support which will lead to sabo- 
taging the negotiations currently underway with U.S. mediation, or will they 
go as far as to push them toward this goal? 


Past experience with Soviet former leaders indicates that the inclination was 
toward restraining Syria. It is hoped that this will be the case also with 
the new leaders in the Kremlin but we better pay attention to.the strategic 
change that has taken place since the war between the Syrians and us started. 
The element which symbolizes this change is the SAM-5's which Moscow trans- 
ferred to Syria and which are manned by hundreds of Soviet militarymen. 
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It was a folly on the part of senior militarymen to declare that these mis- 
siles are not dangerous since they are old, slow or ineffective against low- 
flying aircraft. It is not the technical problem which decides the danger 
facing Israel by these missiles but the fact that since the stationing of 
the SAM-5's and their manning by Soviet teams Israel cannot conduct a war 
against Syria on its ow initiative or in reaction to Syrian attack without 
hitting the Soviet army. If Israel today wants to attack Syria it cannot in 
fact launch this war without first attacking the Soviets, the army of a 
superpower. This is the new strategic situation we have found ourselves in 


now. 


The problem is not whether it is possible to destroy these missile sites. 

It can be assumed with certainty that this is possible and that the Israeli 
air force will be successful in this mission if it is charged with it. 

The strategic problem is that we will have to attack the Soviet Union, to 

get entangled with a superpower which can display no less brutality here than 
it is doing in Afghanistan or that displayed by the United States in Vietnam. 


Lightheaded people would say that this has a precedent. In the war of attri- 
tion with Egypt dn 1969 and in 1970 our aircraft even downed, in an aerial 
dogfight, fighter planes flown by Soviets. This is true but it should be 
remembered that then both sides, Moscow and Jerusalem, behaved as if nothing 

happened. They did not admit this and we did not announce or confirm 
this when the story leaked out. This time the Soviets have already warned 
Israel directly on several occasions against an attack on Syria with the 
cigar intention being: Do not dare hit our missiles in Syria. 


Dut-ing the war of attrition with Egypt we got past the minor clash with the 
Soviets also because the coordination with Washington had a different charac- 
tet. The situation is different now: We contend that the Soviet missiles 
were placed in Syria due to the U.S. force which was sent to Lebanon but the 
contention in Washington is that it was Israel, in attacking Syria, which led 
to the stationing of more Soviets, as well as SAM-5's, in Syria today. 


This is a different strategic situation than that which existed prior to the 
Lebanese war. If the outgoing chief of staff, Refa'el Eytan, terms this as 
an improved strategic situation, all the better for him. Regretfully, in 

my estimation, he is making a bad mistake. If in the war of attrition to 
Egypt the arrival of the Soviets in Egypt caused acceleration in the supply 
of the phantoms and modern electronic equipment to Israel, then this time 

not only did we not receive anything from Washington when the Soviet missiles 
were discovered, but President Reagan even took the trouble to inform us that 
the second F-16 deal will be delayed until we withdraw from Lebanon. This 

is not an improved strategic situation. If this complicated problem contains 
indirect consolation then this lies in the possibility that the Soviet mis- 
siles and the new strategic situation caused by them may cool dow our 
extremists. 
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ISRAEL 


SETTLEMENT IN W. BANK IN COMING YEARS PROJECTED 
TAO71110 ‘Tel Aviv HATZOFE in Hebrew 7 Apr 83 p 4 


[Report by Hayim Fikresh] 


[Text] The development plan of the settlement department of the Zionist 
organization for the coming 4 years will be based on an estimated budget of 
nearly $600 million, most of which is slated for establishing villages and 


settlements beyond the green line. 


According to the estimate of the settlement department's experts, $150 mil- 
lion will be spent on infrastructure work, $160 million on building and $300 


million on guaranteeing sources of employment and production. 


The forecast for the development of the settlements is based on settling 
about 80,000 people there. 


The issue of development and planning will be discussed soon at a meeting of 
the Jewish agency's executive, which will also be asked to approve the new 
budget proposal of the Jewish agency and the Zionist organization. 


An internal memorandum has recently been prepared in the settlement depart-- 
ment which assesses that by 1987 the new settlements in Judaea and Samaria 
will receive about 2,800 additional families, which will settle mainly in 
30 new settlements planned to be built in the next 4 years. 


A considerable number of the settlements are designated to be agricultural 
and located in the depths of Judaea and Samaria, and throughout the Jordan 
Valley region, on the assumption that the chain of settlements situated in 
the strip which borders the green line will be settled in the coming 2 years 
by people who want to move to Judaea and Samaria areas which are adjacent 


to the coastal region. 


The plan of the Zionist organization's settlement department also includes 
accelerated work to develop the Watif region settlements in the south of 

the Gaza Strip, at the place which is today the new border line with Egypt. 
The settlements in the region, eight settlements inhabited by religious peo- 
ple, as well as the new regional center will receive many of the evacuees of 
the Yamit district, among others. 


Part of the plan also concerns development on the Golan Heights. 
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ISRAEL 


SYRIAN DEPLOYMENT, EQUIPMENT ANALYZED 
TA311226 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1115 GMT 31 Mar 83 


[Talk in the Studio with Military Correspondent Shmu'el Tal by unidentified 
announcer--1live } 


[Text] [Question] We have invited our military correspondent Shmu'el Tal to 
the studio in view of the interrelated reports on the Soviet threat and reports 
that the Soviet Union is on Syria's side, on the one hand, and reports on the 
Syrian Army's movements and receipt of equipment on the other. We want to 

hear from you about the deployment of the Syrian Army, Syria has more than 

one confrontation line in both the east and the south of Lebanon, and not 

only in Lebanon. 


[Answer] The Syrian Army is in fact deployed on several fronts--opposite 
Jordan and Israel on the Golan Heights, for one. However, its major problem 
is the front in Lebanon. This is a very large front, from the Tripoli and 
al-Matn Mountain regions, through the al-Biqa’ and the Hermon Mountain slopes 
as far as the Golan Heights again. On this front--Lebanon and the Syrian- 
Lebanese border--the Syrians have four divisions, three of them on Lebanese 
territory. Four divisions comprise approximately 50,000 soldiers with 1,200 
tanks, 500 modern armored personnel carriers and 400 artillery pieces, 
including rocket launchers or alternatively what are called Katyushas. 


[Question] How do they rehabilitate themselves? We hear of a very fast 
process of receipt of equipment with Soviet aid. How do they rehabilitate 
themselves following the losses in the Lebanese war? 


[Answer] This process actually began before the Lebanese war. The Lebanese 
war found the Syrians at the height of a strengthening process. Exactly 

at the time when war broke out they had completed converting most of their 
infantry into mechanized units, and this is a significant change. This war 
enabled them, despite all the losses they absorbed, to discover the weaknesses 
and vulnerable points of their army. Here they found three such major points: 
First, the Syrian Air Force. It transpires that this air force suffered from 
remarkable inferiority compared to the Israeli Air Force. The aerial defense 
system which relied particularly on ground-to-air missiles was hit and put 

out of use. The weak link of the land forces, so it transpired, was in 
fighting on the move in which the IDF excels. The blow dealt the Syrians in 
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the aerial sphere was also a bad psychological one. They were in fact left 
with no reply to the challenges posed to them by the Israeli Air Force. They 
put some of the blame on their pilots but they directed most of the complaints 
toward the Soviet Union which had supplied them with the equipment. They said 
that the Soviet equipment provided them proved a failure and could not fit 


the tasks during the war. 


It should be noted here that since the war the Soviets have replenished the 
Syrian Army. They gave the Syrians modern tanks of the T-72 type as weil, 
Katyusha launchers, and armored personnel carriers. The Soviet Union also 
replaced the aircraft the Syrians lost in the war. It should be mentioned 
that the Syrians lost 87 fighters in aerial dogfights. The Soviets supplied 
the Syrians with a very sophisticated system of satellite communications 
equipment. This equipment enables the supreme command in Moscow to receive 
an accurate picture of the battlefield situation in what is called real 
time, namely immediately. Also, the alert data of the missiles and inter- 
cepting aircraft are transferred to the Soviet Union and they provide as 
precise a picture of the situation and the preparations as possible. The 
Soviets have also placed in Syria sophisticated radar equipment for the 
guidance of the SAM-10 antimissile missiles. This is the first time we have 
heard of such systems being stationed outside Soviet territory. 


The Syrians attach great importance to these systems and talk of an attempt 
or an intention to close the qualitative gap between them and Israel. How- 
ever, the Syrians especially view the SAM-5 batteries stationed at two sites 
deep inside Syria as the most important solution to the problems they came 
across in the Lebanese war. The two sites are two bases exclusively manned 
by Soviet teams. There are no Syrians there; the Syrians are not allowed to 
enter them at all. One of the bases is located in Dumayr, about 40 km east 
of Damascus, and the other base near Homs, about 125 km northeast of 
Damascus. There are 12 launchers at each such site. On the whole then 
there are 24 SAM-5 launchers in Syria. There are a few hundred technicians 
at each of these sites. On the whole it is estimated that there are about 
1,300 Soviet technicians in Syria and it is said that these sites are in 
fact ready for operation. 


The moment the Soviets stationed their teams with the SAM's it became clear 
they are also prepared to defend them. We should note, however, that it is 
not clear whether the Soviet presence in Syria constitutes an aggressive force 
or a moderate element since the Soviets can tell the Syrians that they will 
decide when to defend them and that the Syrians should not attack if they do 
not like that situation. Otherwise the Soviets may find themselves in a 
difficult situation in which it will be the Syrians who will dictate their 
operation: They will open fire and the Soviets will have to react to a 
preemptive strike or another Israeli reaction. It is hard to assume that 
the Soviets are really interested in putting their missiles or operational 
programs to the test. 
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ISRAEL 


RISE NOTED IN PRICES OF JUDAEA, SAMARIA LAND 
TA151157 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 15 Apr 83 p l 
[Report by economic affairs correspondent El‘azar Levin] 


[Text] A sharp increase has lately been registered in the price of land in 
Judaea and Samaria. This was determined by a survey recently conducted by 
assessor Margalit Menashe. The situation has reached the point where in 
choice places in Samaria the price reaches the level of prices —e in 


several small towns on the coastal plan. 


The price of land in Sha'are Tiqva today is reaching $12,000 per unit for 
building a villa, while at the end of 1981 the price of land there was only 
$3,000 per dunam. The price of a plot of land in Nofim has doubled in the 
last year, and today is reaching $10,000. The price of plots of land in the 
Gidron area south of Jerusalem has reached $5,000 per unit. The price of a 
plot of land in Sha'are Tiqva, including development work, is $20,000, almost 
like the price of a parallel unit in Binyamina, ‘Atlit and Ramat Yishay. 


A sharp increase has also occurred in the price of land which the Housing 
Ministry is selling to the construction companies for building residential 
quarters: $8,000 for a plot of land in Garne Shomoron, Ari'el and Giv'on, 
$9,000 in Efrat and $10,000 in Ma'ale Adummim. The building companies never- 
theless pay only 5 percent of the worth of the plots, as determined by the 


government assessor. 


The demand for Samaria land has rapidly increased in recent months, and 
thousands want to buy land, frequently without bargaining and without checking 
the quality of the land. This is the reason for the rapid rise in prices. 


The solel Boneh Company's directorate has recently endorsed the contract be- 
tween the Drucker and Nofim building companies for the erection of 500 villas 
in central Samaria. 


Fifty economic bodies and contractors have so far appealed to the Agriculture 
Ministry to allocate land to them for urban building in Judaea and Samaria. 
The Mashhav company, which is affiliated with the National Religious Party, 
has decided to build a city of 1,000 villas in Samaria. 
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ISRAEL 


LEBANESE TOURISTS PREVENTED FROM ENTERING ISRAEL 
TA121102 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 12 Apr 83 p 2 


[Report by Llan Shehori] 


[Text] Dozens of Lebanese tourists’ cars are sent back every day, and they are 
not permitted to cross through the Rosh Haniqra crossing and visit Israel be- 
cause of bureaucratic difficulties, a shortage of manpower, and budget short- 
ages of those operating the crossing point. Seventy cars, full of Lebanese 

- tourists, were sent back Friday, last week, and since the beginning of this 

* week uore than 150 vehicles have not been permitted to cross the border. 


The HA'ARETZ correspondent found out that tourists from Lebanon who come in 
through Rosh Haniqra complain about the inhuman conditions at the crossing 
point. According to them, they have to wait for many hours at the entrance to 
the border crossing during bad weather, in winter as well as summer, while 
being taken care of by a very small team, despite the great pressure of Lebanese 
who want to visit Israel. 


The HA*ARETZ correspondent notes that the border terminal in Rosh Haniqra is 
operated by the Airport Authority, and only one woman soldier makes a security 
check on the cars and the belongings of those entering. There are no tourist 
facilities at the border crossing, no stalls or any other facility such as 
those put up about 6 months ago at the crossing of the ‘good fence’ in Metulla. 


The Tourism Minister's aide, Tzvi Rimon, said yesterday in answer to a question 
that the policy of the Tourism Ministry is to encourage tourism from Lebanon as 
much as possible. He said that he is aware of the fact that during the East 
holiday many Lebanese tourists’ cars were sent back because of the great 
pressure at the border point and the long lines. Tzvi Rimon said that the 
Ministry of Tourism intends to open a special crossing station at Rosh Hanigqra 
within a month which will make it easier for incoming tourism from Lebanon. 

The tourism minister's aide added that the number of tourists coming from 
Lebanon into Israel has been up to 5,500 tourists a month. 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


DEFENSE BUDGET FOR LAVI PROJECT--Defense Minister Moshe Arens has accepted a 
proposal by his ministry's budget department director general that he 
restructure the defense budget to allow the development of the Lavi aircraft 
to continue. A senior Defense Ministry source told our military correspon- 
dent that involved is a budget cut of about 9 billion shekels that will be 
allocated for the Lavi, but for the time being the decision will not affect 
the IDF's work plan, he said. IDF sources have said that financing the air- 
craft's development by the security budget is liable to harm other development 
projects and IDF equipment efforts. Our correspondent notes that the general 
staff opposed developing the Lavi for a long time, saying it was a pretentious 
project without the necessary financial resources. [Text] [TA280558 
Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0500 GMT 28 Mar 83] 


NEW SHELI PARTY CHAIRMAN--The Sheli Party executive yesterday unanimously 
elected Ran Kohen as its chairman, at a meeting in which it also denounced 

the defection of what it described in a press release as "a negligible 
minority." The executive condemned the use of Sheli's name by the dissidents, 
who recently declared a split in the party in several newspaper advertisements. 
[Text] [TAO10941 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 1 Apr 83 p 2] 


GUARDS AT TEMPLE MOUNT--The Supreme Muslim Council has decided to maintain 

a permanent presence of groups of youths in the Temple Mount. It has also 
decided to install spotlights there in order to prevent possible infiltra- 
tions by Jewish worshippers. The decision was made following the failed 
attempt by a group of Jewish youths about a month ago to get into the Temple 
Mount. The Muslim Council, as stated, now maintains guard groups in Temple 
Mount. This pertains to groups of youths who maintain a guard over the place 
and, at the same time, hold religious studies. [Barukh Me'iri report] 
[Excerpt] [TA031020 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 3 Apr 83 p 6] 


PALESTINE CP CONVENTION PREPARED--The founding convention of the Palestine 
Communist Party is being secretly prepared in the territories. Our corres- 
pondent Pinhas ‘Inbari has learned that public figures in the territories 
have been invited to participate in it. It was not stated when and where the 
convention will take place. The invitations are signed by the party's secre- 
tary, (‘Arabi 'Awwad), exiled in Beirut. The Palestine Communist Party was 
founded a year ago but has not yet elected its permanent institutions. It is 
possible that the founding convention will not place in the territories, but 
in an Arab country. [Text] [TAO80641 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 
0600 GMT 8 Apr 83] ; 
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NO HISTADRUT ENTRY INTO EGYPT--A delegation on behalf of the Histadrut's 
Jerusalem Branch of Jewish-Arab Group could not leave for Egypt today because 
the Egyptians did not recognize tne Israeli Laissez Passer that 14 members 
from East Jerusalem carried. Instead, they demanded Jordan passports. The 
director of the Histadrut's East Jerusalem Department, Shlomo Shoshani, said 
that the documents had been presented to the Egyptian Embassy 10 days ago, 
but that only 2 days ago did the Egyptians announce that they demand Jordanian 
passports. An investigation carried out by the Histadrut shows that there is 
an Israeli-Egyptian agreement to provide entry permits on the basis of 
Israeli Laissez Passer documents only. [Text] [TAO71431 Jerusalem Domestic 
Service in Hebrew 1400 GMT 7 Apr 83] 


JORDANIAN FUNDS FOR MOSQUE REPAIR--The prime minister's adviser on Arab 
affairs says Israel does not need donations by the Arab countries to repair 
the Hasan Bakk Mosque in Yafo. Jordan has expressed a willingness to con- 
tribute 40,000 dinars which are about 8 percent of the funds needed for the 
restoration, but according to Arab affairs adviser Binyamin Gur-arye, in 
return for every penny it gives Jordan may ask for special conditions and 
wish to gain political influence to which Israel cannot agree. He reiterated 
that the Minaret did not collapse due to a terrorist act, and that whoever 
claims this is trying to gain political profit. This was stated in an inter- 
view to the AL-ANBA’ paper. [Text] [TA081030 Jerusalem Domestic Service 


in Hebrew 1000 GMT 8 Apr 83] 


GOVERNMENT YAFO MOSQUE REPAIR--The Religious Affairs Ministry has decided to 
allocate as soon as possible some 40 million shekels in order to renovate 

the Hasan Beq Mosque in Yafo. Our correspondent Tzami Noga has reported 

that the Ministry's Director General, Moshe Salomon, asked the Tel Aviv 
municipality to help prepare the plans for the renovation as soon as possible. 
[Text] [TAO70801 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0600 GMT 7 Apr 83] 


TELEM KNESSET FACTION SPLIT--The Knesset TELEM faction has been officially 
disbanded. Minister Mordekhay Ben-Porat and MK Yiga'el Hurvitz will each form 
a one-man party. Our correspondent Amnon Nadav explains that the broad 
executive of the Movement for Zionist Revival [TELEM], which is Ben-Porat's 
faction, last night endorsed an agreement he had made with MK Hurvitz. [Text ] 
[TA150928 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0900 GMT 15 Apr 83] 


NEW PLANT FOR LAVI PARTS--The director of (Ramta) plant Yisra'el Levin reported 
that at the end of May the building of a new plant of the Israeli Aircraft 
Industry [IAI] will be completed in Beersheba. The plant is called MMTA, 
Complex Structures Aircraft Industry, which will specialize in manufacturing 
and developing light but rigid materials for parts of the IAI aircraft and the 
air force aircraft. The new plant will produce, among other things, various 
parts of the Lavi plane, including wings, tail and other important components, 
by sophisticated techniques. [Report from the Negev by Amir Rosenblit] 
[Excerpt] [TA121424 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 12 Apr 83 p 4] 
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NATIONAL ELECTRIC GRID CONNECTION--The electric company has been accelerating 
the connection of western Samaria to the national grid. The establishment of 
a new type of transformer is being completed in Tulkarm these days. A similar 
station is being established at Elqana and a third station will be completed 
in the summer in Qalqilyah. Tension-powered transformers were chosen as the 
best and quickest solution from the economic and engineering points of view. 
They enable the postponement of the construction of a costlier main secondary 
station and the laying of high voltage tension lines. The electric company 
pointed out that the construction of the three stations would actually complete 
the general infrastruction of the electrification of western Samaria. The 
Stations are based on three main high voltage axes: the northern and central, 
each one 50-km long, and the southern line, 80-km long. Some 180 kms of high 
voltage lines have been laid so far and 62 transformer stations have been 
established in the region. [Report by the Haifa correspondent] [Text] 
TA1L70725 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 17 Apr 83 p 4] 


BANIAS WATERS TO GOLAN--Banias, 12 Apr (ITIM)--A plan to bring the Banias 
waters to the northern Golan settlements was approved this week by the water 
commissioner. This plan was supposed to direct the Banias waters to water 
reservoirs in the north of the Golan through special pipes in an effort to 
solve the Golan water shortage problem. At the same time, the date for the 
beginning of work, or the place, or the sources of the funding have not yet 
been determined. The Society for the Protection of Nature strongly objects 
to this project and Society spokesperson Yafa Alqalay told the ITIM corres- 
pondent that the Society plans to take action to foil this plan since it will 
completely destroy the Banias reservoirs and will limit the flow of water down 
its cascades. [Text] [TA121755 Tel Aviv ITIM in Hebrew 1730 GMT 12 Apr 83] 


MOSQUE RENOVATION BY MINISTRY--The Hasan Bakk Mosque in Jaffa is to be turned 
over to the local Waqf (Muslim religious trust) by the custodian of absentee 
property following renovation. This was announced yesterday by the Religious 
Affairs Ministry, which will take full responsibility for the planning and 
execution of the renovations, thus by-passing the Tel Aviv municipality. The 
mosque, which was in the news last year due to attempts to turn it into a 
commercial attraction, was again the focus of tension 10 days ago when its 
minaret collapsed. [Report by Hayim Shapiro] [Excerpt] [TA121027 Jerusalem 
THE JERUSALEM POST in English 12 Apr 83 p 3] 


GAS IN GAZA DRILLING SITE--At the Nahal ‘Oz drilling site in the Gaza Strip, 
gas has been found. First estimates say the gas is of good quality and that the 
well can produce the equivalent of 90 barrels a day. Further tests are being 
carried out to see whether the output can be boosted to make it commercially 

feasible. [Text] [TA141242 Jerusalem Domestic Service in English 1200 GMT 14 


Apr 83] 


$50 MILLION IN LEBANESE TRADE--Israel has made it clear to the Lebanese Goverti- 
ment that it takes a grave view of the harassment of Lebanese businessmen 
trading with Israel. This was learned by our correspondent Gadi Zohar. The 
director general of the Industry and Commerce Ministry, Avraham Asheri, expects 
the Israeli exports to Lebanon to reach $50 million a year. The overall scope 
of trade between the two countries last year, during the months following the 
war, amounted to some $40 million. For the sake of comparison, he noted that 
the scope of trade with Egypt is valued at about half that sum. [Text] 
[TA150552 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0500 GMT 15 Apr 83] 
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W. BANK CONSTRUCTION DEAL RESCISSION--Solel Boneh has informed Gush Emunim 
that it is rescinding its intention of creating a business partnership with 

it in the construction field in Judaea and Samaria. Our correspondent Shalom 
Oren reports that the Gush Emunim people reacted to this announcement with 
surprise, emphasizing that Solel Boneh builds all over the world, except for 
Judaea and Samaria. They threatened boycotting the Histadrut’s economic com- 
panies. Our correspondent Shalom Oren reports that if the partnership had not 
been called off, Solel Boneh would have started to build an industrial zone 
near Garne Shomron as well as residential areas in some larger Judaea and 
Samaria settlements. [Text] [TA150541 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 


0500 GMT 15 Apr 83] 


NEW LAND ALLOCATION COMMITTEE--The Housing and Agriculture ministries have 
decided to set up a joint committee to determine land allocation and construc- 
tion arrangements in Judaea and Samaria. The committee will contain represen- 
tatives from the two ministries and the Israel Land Administration. Our 
correspondent Shalom Oren reports that the decision was made in two meetings 
this week between Deputy Prime Ministers Simka Ehrlich and David Levi and 
representatives of their ministries. Our correspondent notes that the Housing 
Ministry is the ministry which is responsible for building and developing Judaea 
and Samaria. [Text] [TA131546 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1500 GMT 


13 Apr 83] 


SHAMIR-ROHAS MEETING--Foreign Minister Yitzhaq Shamir received today the 
secretary of the major Spanish opposition party, (Jorge Rohas). The guest 
explained that his party completely understands Israel's need for secure 
borders and that his party supports the policy that every state must be recog- 
nized regardless of its policies. (Rohas*) party was the only one that did 
not receive Yasir ‘Arafat during his visit to Spain. Shamir said there was no 
justification for Spain to be the only Western democracy not maintaining ties 
with Israel. [Text] [TA121408 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1100 GMT 


12 Apr 83] 


PRIVATE ENTERPRISE CONSTRUCTION--Fifty economic bodies, entrepreneurs and con- 
tractors have so far asked the Agriculture Ministry to allocate lands and 
approve construction projects in Judaea and Samaria. Our settlement affairs 
correspondent Rami Gubernik has reported that the Agriculture Ministry is plan- 
ning to establish several urban settlements in Samaria, to be built by private 
enterprise. Among other things involved is the establishment of an urban 
settlement in Jabal (Mukhatim), southwest of Bet Horon, in ‘Ayn (Qimwa), west 
of Bet El, and the expansion of the Tappuah settlement and its conversion into 
an urban settlement. [Text] [TAl41927 Jerusalem Domestic Television Service 


in Hebrew 1840 GMT 14 Apr 83] 


ROADS, APARTMENTS FOR WEST BANK--There are 6,000 apartments under construction 
in Judaea and Samaria, and the Housing Ministry will this year begin building 
another 4,000. Some 5,500 apartments are already inhabited. Our correspondent 
Shalom Oren reports that the Housing Ministry will also pave this year new 
roads, among the one that will bypass Nabulus and the Balatah camp; another 
that would bypass Qalqilyah; one that bypasses Kafr Qasim and another road 

from Jerusalem to Ma‘ale Adummim. [Text] [TA191829 Jerusalem Domestic Service 


in Hebrew 1800 GMT 19 Apr 83] 
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IRAN 


OIL MINISTER GHARAZI COMMENTS ON OIL SLICK 
GF151330 Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 31 Mar 83 p 3 


[Special interview with Engineer Gharazi, Iranian 0il Minister—date, place 
not given] 


[Text] After yesterday's cabinet meeting, Engineer Gharazi, the oil minister, 
gave a special interview to our correspondent and answered his questions re- 
garding the inhumane and worthless steps of the Ba‘athist regime in connection 
with the missile attacks on Iranian oil platforms in the Persian Gulf which are 
a violation of the convention of the Persian Gulf littoral countries and the 
consequent pollution of the Gulf waters. 


The oil minister first spoke about the position of the wells which have been 
damaged and the steps Iran has taken to cap them and said: During the past 3 
years a ship collided with one of the platforms of the Nowruz field and twisted 
it. With the start of the war and due to the fact that they were situated in 
the war region, there was no possibility of repairing them. The Oil Ministry 
noticed about 4 months ago that this well was leaking and that about 2,000 
barrels of oil were flowing daily into the Gulf. We took action, collected 
tools and arranged for a ship to repair the well and we took steps toward 

this end. 


Garazi added: A night before the start of the repairs while a ship was 
anchored in front of the platform to carry out the repairs, the Iraqis attacked 
the Nowruz oil platforms. 


Iraq attacked our oil platforms for about 4 hours, sunk the repair ship and 
killed 10 of our brothers. The Iraqis made several direct hits on the wells. 


He added: The Persian Gulf convention, which has eight signatories, states 
that if anything like a war occurs, the oil platforms have immunity from at- 
tacks and nobody has the right to attack them or to defame the economic honour 
and blood of the muslim nation. Iraq attacked, knowing full well that it was 
a vast oil region and set fire to a number of other wells. 


As for Iranian steps to cap the wells, Engineer Gharazi said: We are trying 
to cap the wells. Similarly, other countries in the Persian Gulf are willing 


hh 











to take an active part in this effort. Next Tuesday a meeting is to be held 
in Kuwait to look into this problen. 


The other problem is that we have numerous oil reservoirs on land and sea 
aad the Nowruz oilfield is nearest to Kuwait and Iraq. Of course, it is not 
a major problem for us to lose about 2,000 barrels of oil daily because our 
own daily oil output ranges between 2 and 2.5 million barrels. 


As to whether Iran has asked foreign countries for help in capping these 
wells, the minister said that we have sufficient specialists and tools and 
machinery and we haye proved in the past that our own experts can do the 
jobs themselves and our forces have solved bigger difficulties than only 


capping the wells. 


Gharazi added: The spilled oil is mostly flowing toward Kuwait, Bahrain, 
Saudi Arabia and Abu Dhabi and is harming these countries. However, we are 


not happy to see anybody suffer. 


CSO: 4640/176 


45 

















IRAN 


TRANSPORT MINISTER COMMENTS ON DOCK, TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS 
LD131737 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 13 Apr 83 


[Correspondent's interview with Roads and Transport Minister Mohammad 
Hadinezhad-Hoseyniyan following a 13 Paril Council of Ministers meeting-- 


recorded] 


[Text] [Question] In view of the congestion of ships in Iran's ports 
and also the difficulties existing with regard to the transportation of 
goods, have you opted for certain facilities and solutions for solving 
this problem at today's Council of Ministers session? 


[Answer] In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful. I think that 
it is first of all necessary to explain to the people the reason for the 
emergence of these problems. Today I gave a report about the state of 
affairs concerning the unloading the transportation of goods in 1982. 

In 1982 a total of 15.1 million tons of goods entered the country through 
our ports; this is the highest figure since the revolution, and even before 
the revolution it was only in 1977 that we imported 17 million tons of 
goods. If we compare our offloading capacity now--Bandar-e Imam, Bandar-e 
Khorramshahr and Abadan are not now being used--with our offloading capacity 
before the revolution and when using our other import ports, it would indeed 
be clear that our brothers have done their best in all organizations 
connected with the offloading and transportation of goods so that goods have 
entered the country in such capacity. However, despite the fact that the 
entry of goods has been at this level at the end of the year, we observed 

at times a line of some 100 ships in our waters. The main reason for such 
problems lies in the fact that last year--because of our economic stability, 
the easing of the country's currency situation, and in the view of the 
shortages which we suffered in various areas in our society, whether these 
included goods needed by the people or raw materials needed by factories-- 

a great many orders for all types of goods were made by sundry executive 


organizations. 


Between 20 February-20 March 1982, in accordance with statistics which we 
obtained from various organizations, we planned the import of goods into 
the country for 1983, but unfortunately the plan provided by my ministry 
was not put into operation. As a result a great deal of goods are now 
awaiting at our ports while a great deal of goods are also on the way. 











During recent visits which I and a number of other brothers made to the 
ports, we again investigated the problems, and it is now our duty to 
endeavor even more than in the past to get these goods unloaded and dis- 
patched to the people. We have now begun using a number of new ports 
which in the past were never used for the unloading of trade goods, 
including (Bandar-e Kangan), which began work this week, (Bandar-e Dayyer) 
will begin work soon--God willing--Bandar-e Kong, the same, and--God 
willing--thanks to the possible apportioning of goods to these small ports, 
we will be able to offload a quantity of goods much sooner. Similarly 

the new Chah Bahar port is under construction and--God willing--we hope it 
will be commissioned in September-October this year. This in itself 

would greatly help toward the offloading of goods. 


Of course, these goods are mainly steel; in other words, we do not have goods 
of all types waiting in ships. Most of the goods, whether they have arrived 
in the ports or are en route, are made up of steel or iron, whether for 
construction purposes or as raw materials for our factories. 


With regard to the transportation of goods, we see how last year currency 
placed at the disposal of the ministry was used. We brought and distributed 
2,000 trucks and we have also bought another 2,000 trucks which are due to 
arrive soon and which we will also distribute. And also the necessary budget 
has been placed at our disposal for the purchase of further trucks and--God 
willing--we shall soon act accordingly and with the import of more trucks 

a great many of our transportation problems will be solved. Our railroad 
traction power is somewhat weak and steps have been taken to put this right. 
God willing, in the coming months we shall see an increase in the capacity 

of our railways. 


As for spare parts, which indeed constitute one of the major problems in 
the post-revolution years, we devoted a total of $190 million of currency 
for the import of spare parts in 1981. And in 1982, thanks to consistent 
efforts by the transport committee of the mobilization headquarters, spare 
parts worth more than $520 million were ordered for our trucks and 
machinery and they will soon arrive in the country and--God willing--by ending 
these shortages decisive steps will be taken for solving our transportation 
problems. It was also decided that we should also purchase new equipment 

in order to speed up the offloading of goods in the ports. 
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IRAN 


DELEGATE DENIES CHARGES AT U.N. HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
Teheran ETTELA'AT in Persian 7 Mar 83 p 3 


/Text/ Mr Ja'afar Mahalati, the delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
parcicipated Wednesday in a United Nations Human Rights Commission meeting in 
Geneva, and in a lengthy speech, responded to false rumors created by the 
spiteful atmosphere of the western news media. 


According to the report of the LONDON CENTRAL NEWS UNIT, the delegate of our 
country began his speech by reading a few verses from the Koran. First he 
defined and anlyzed the report of the United Nation's secretary general on 
human rights and described its weak points. He said: "Unfortunately, the 
secretary general's report is seriously affected by the baseless reports of 
International Amesty. In fact, areas of the report of International Amesty 
are weak in information and show special influence in its interpretation." 


Mr Mahalati, in another part of his speech, referred to the question of blind 
terrorism which is su »ported and organized by world imperialism, and described 
some cases of the hypocrites crimes in Iran. 


He said: “Although it is two years «hat our country is involved in an imposed 
war with the Iraqi regime, anti-human terrorists, by taking advantage of 

the situation, have not missed any opportunity in exercising their felonious 
actions against the innocent people and responsible authorities. They them 
selves have announced their felonious statistics proudly. According to their 
own claims, they have martyred thousands of innocent people and responsible 
authorities in two months and it is dreadful to imagine what they have done in 


two years." 


The delegate of our country added; “Qur nation has suffered many martyrs and 
sacrifices. We haye proved we are willing to pay any price for these martyrs 
in order to protect our reyolution. Howeyer, it is not clear what reason some 
independent nations present at the Human Rights Commission, pay the price of 
the political gains of the colonialistic powers, who have sustained losses 


from our revolution." 


Then Mr Mahalati illustrated an example of the atrocities of the American 
terrorist hirelings and presented pictures of the corpses of Central Committee 
of the Islamic Revolution revolutionary guards, which were immensely tortured 








like in the Middle Ages, were severely burned and buried alive, to the 
president of the commission. 


Then he began to analyze the question of judgement by contrary standards of 
the western societies and said: "Unfortunately, many of the delegates of the 
European countries use double standards in their judgements. In regard to 
world affairs, they have contradictory judgements. The source of these 
contradictions is not clear. For example, the delegates of these nations do 
not have a precise definition of religion and there is not a distinctive line 
between merely political or economic motives. "The very same weakness has 
caused some groups, with purely political motives, to succeed in the name of 
humanitarism to introduce themselves as government organizations and observers 
in these commissions. Unfortunately, this has resulted in the fact that some 
of these nations use their seats for political propaganda instead of standing 
for genuine human rights. As a result, some political groups have taken 
advantage of the situation and have presented themselves as religious and 
racial minorities." 


The delegate of our country to the United Nation's Human Rights Commission in 
Geneva continued his speech and said: "If this method is continued, it is 
likely that tomorrow in this commission we witness speeches by delegates of the 
Nazi party, the international Klu Klux Klan, Latin American extortioners, the 
society against native Indians, the international organization for the revival 
of Atila and Hitler acts, groups defending rights of cannibals and similar 
international organizations." 


He continued: "Some of the delegates regard that whatever happens in their 
countries is ethical and acceptable and other nations must follow the same 
policies and the ethical standards of other nations are not acceptable. Why? 
Because these gentlemen like it this way. Fascism is wrong because they have 
been hurt by that but zionism is good since they created it. If democracy is 
profitable for them it is a useful thing, but the same democracy for other 
nations, if it is contrary to their colonialist profits, is a detestable 

thing. For example, the pursual and punishment of collaborators with the French 
occupier forces during the World War II is permitted, but a most justified 
punishment for those who were spying for zionism in Iran is not acceptable." 


The delegate of our country in continuing his speech, said: "Klaus Barbie, the 
Nazi officer has, been sentenced to death twice for his crimes against the 
French people during World War IT but the terrorist leader who had organized 
the killing of innocent peuple and responsible authorities in Iran and has 
confessed openly in LE MONDE that he has received aid from Iraqi agressors, 

not only must have a free hand for his activities in Iran, but if he escapes 
Iran and enters Franée, must be welcomed and protected: Terrorism in Iran is 
not bad at all according to the American member in the secondary committee of 
human rights in the previous session and says it is a reaction to the govern- 
ment in Iran and is fully acceptable. But in other places, in the opinion of 
these gentlemen, terrorism is bad. Any kind of liberation movement in Corsica, 
Northern Ireland, El Salvador, occupied Palestine and other count ries whose 
independence is a justified right, must be severly crushed. But on the other 
hand, any kind of efforts for dividing anti-colonialists and independent states 
and the return of colonial rule must be encouraged." 
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In another part of his speech, he said: "Mr President, we can continue to 
present examples of thoughts and actions of these gentlemen as far as the 
commission likes, but according to a Persian proverb, "a handful indicates a 
ton."" The question is why is the human rights commission subject to all these 
contradictory judgements? We believe if we do not take urgent action to cure 
this chronic disease, it will weaken the strength of the commission for 
judgements free from political motives and contradictory standards." 


Mr Mahalati, at the conclusion of his speech added: "Mr President, we have 
tried to explain in our reports as far as possible to the human rights commis- 
sion, the amount of leniency and tolerance of our people and our government in 
regard to the most savage terrorism existing in our country. I believe these 
reports do not express the depth of our respect for real human rights. If 
there are those who would like to be familiar with the depth of our respect, 
it is necessary to travel to Iraqi villages near the border which are in 
bullet reach and see how none of these people have suffered even a hail of 
bullets or bombing. On the other hand, on the other side of the war front, 
our countrymen have not seen a single night or day without the loss of one of 
their loved ones as a result of the bombing of Iran by the Iraqi forces. 

Mr President, in those Iraqi villages, you will see our real respect for human 
rights." 


This report indicates that the speech of our nation's delegate was well 
received by the participants and the reporters. 
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OIL REVENUES NEEDED FOR 'POST-KHOMEYNI STABILIZATION PLAN’ 


London THE MIDDLE EAST in English No 102, Apr 83 p 11 
oe alee 
leas than 
eg nea 
what 
of the 
Saas 
SS ee 


[Text ] 


ht a8 TE au ii ies Hi H 
i i i it tilt ae ? Ha 
Hh t | ah Aah 





51 














i aU HU senan 
PHL th 11, 1238 i! CEES EE EEL 

i Hue sth i att 1 nanan | ; 
iii Hts Hil iti i SEEREREESEE | 








4600/548 


CSO: 





: 


"ESTABLISHMENT OF ISLAMIC RULE IN IRAQ' 


GOAL PURSUED BY IRAN: 


London THE MIDDLE EAST in English No 102, Apr 83 p 9 
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IRAN 


KHOMEYNI CALLED ‘IMAM OF ALL MOSLEMS’ BY PAKISTANI JI’AIST 


Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 29 Mar 83 p 10 
[Interview with Mohammad Ayub Bokhari; date and place not specified] 


{Text} In an exclusive interview with JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI, Mohammad Ayub 
Bokhari, secretary of the Jurists Society of Pakistan, expressed his views 
concerning the Iranian Islamic revolution, the character of the umma's 
imam, the effects of the Islamic revolution abroad, and other matters. 


At the beginning, concerning the Iranian Islamic revolution and the goal 
of this Islamic movement, he said: The Iranian Islamic revolution is a 
divine movement. Throughout human history men who have possessed two 
qualities, namely the powers of attracting the truth and repelling evil, 
have fought to correct humanity and liberate them from criminal men. 
Prior to the Iranian Islamic revolution, this movement occurred through 
our honored Imam Hosseyn. Afterwards this movement continued to exist 
with the same Islamic dimensions, whether political, cultural, economic, 
ethical or legal. One of these Islamic dimensions was the cires of 
Muslims. During these 1400 years, the first time that Islam appeared as 
a great force whose basis was truth, sincerity, social justice and the 
destruction of evil was under the banner of His Eminence Imam Khomeyni 
on Iran's holy soil. This Islamic revolution is not restricted to Iran 
and the world's Muslims, but it is also marching to liberate the world's 
oppressed from arrogance, colonialism and exploitation. Iran was a 
country ruled by a monarchy, and its last shah, the executed shah, was 
not only arrogant but a puppet of world arrogance. The Islamic revolution 
not only deracinated this malignant tree of monarchy, arrogance and 
tyranny, but planted the good tree of Islam with God's approval in its 
place. It has made that tree strong and firm with the pure blood of the 


Iranian nation's martyrs. 
The Imam's Character 


Our correspondent then asked Mohammad Ayub Bokhari to express his views 
on the character of imam Khomeyni. He replied: 
4 


In my opinion, and from the Shi'ite point of view, His Eminence the imam 
is the rightful deputy of the HIdden Imam, and from the viewpoint of the 
Islamic world, imam Khomeyni is the imam of all Muslims. The imam's 
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personality possesses the qualities of leadership, contemplativeness, 
bravery, clarity and determination. He is like a picture of His Eminence, 
Amir ol-Momenin ‘Ali Ben Abitaleb, and he possesses the attractive and 
repelling forces of that saint. Tyranny fears him and justice loves him. 


Men of good character consider His Eminence the imam the greatest 
blessing of Almighty God. Fortunately the Iranian nation belives in the 
theocratic state. However, everywhere, whether within or without Iran's 
borders, blind persons have been alienated from the imam, just as the 
Khwarej heretics were during the time of Amir ol-Momenin, by the hypocrites, 
the evil-worshipers, or as at that time, the worshippers of arrogance. 
Therefore this anti-theocratic development is not a new movement and has 
precedence in Islamic history. As I have stated, imam Khomeyni is the 
very picture of Amir ol-Momenin, and it is for this reason that he has 
sacrificed his own son in the path of truth. As was the case with Amir 
ol-Momenin, the problems of mankind and nations are resolved under his 
gaze. He is a just and learned imam. Even before he gives a command 
concerning justice, he is just within himself. Amir ol-Momenin had all 
these qualities, as does imam Khomeyni. 


Effects of Islamic Revolution Outside Iran 


Concerning the effects of the Iranian Islamic revolution outside the 
country, Mohammad Ayub Bokhari stated: Prior to the victory of the 
Islamic revolution of Iran, anyone in the world of the oppressed who did 
not cut his hair or shave his beard and wore funny clothes was called a 
revolutionary. Someone who spoke foreign languages considered that 
revolution meant being affiliated with Moscow or Peking. Or when a 
military commander overthrew the government at the behest of the U.S. 

or the USSR and became the ruler, they called this a revolution?!!! 
However, after the victory of the Islamic revolution of Iran, people 
became aware that a revolution was a transformation of the behavior and 
goals of people. Now if some mercenary calls himself a revolutionary, the 
people of the oppressed world, God willing, will be able to distinguish 
the true revolutionaries and gain freedom from these false revolutionaries 
and leftists. Prior the the occurence of the Islamic revolution, the 
arrogant shah of Iran officially recognized Israel. Since he was the 
head of a “shi'ite country, his deed brought about disagreements between 
the two sects of Muslims living in other countries. This was because 
the shah of Iran, (a Shi'ite country), liked Israel. This also created 
difficulties for the world's Shi'ites. However, the Iranian Islamic 
revolution with the Israel-smiting shouts of the ‘umma's imam, tore the 
mask off the faces of the hypocrite Arabs, and made Shi'ites throughout 
the world proud of themselves. The most important thing is that prior 
to the Iranian Islamic revolution, the ‘liberation of Jerusalem’ from 
the Zionists was just a decorative sentence for some newspapers, but due 
to the blessed existence of the ‘umma’s imam, it became an Israeli- 


shattering movement. 
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New Life for Islamic Culture 


The Iranian Islamic revolution has informed the world's Muslims that if 
they coordinate with each other and unite their forces throughout the 
world, the colonialist plots and strategems of world arrogance will be 
destroyed or neutralized more quickly. The shout of ‘Neither East nor 
West" has acquainted the world's Muslims with the importance of Muslims 
and their liberation from the claws of the East and West. Previously 
Islamic culture had become a doomed and obscure culture under the assaults 
of the world’s arrogant cultures like those of the United States, the 
Soviet Union and China. But due to the Iranian Islamic revolution, it 

has gained new life, not only in Muslim countries but throughout the 
world. Belief not in weapons but in God has carried the martyr-nourishing 
nation of Iran forward. Due to this revolution, ideology has triumphed 
over technology. The world’s Muslims who were under the power of 
tyrannical governments and throughout history had not gained an opportunity 
to get together in one place, have gathered as an intellectual conference. 
God willing, this exchange of ideas among learned Muslims will be good 
fortune for the nations. At the end of the interview our correspondent 
asked Mohammad Ayub Bokhari for his opinion of JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI news- 
paper, and he replied: JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI is an informed and committed 
newspaper, and its analyses are very beautiful. 
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IRAN 


KHOMEYNI REGIME DENOUNCED AS ‘STAIN ON HUMANITY'S CONSCIENCE' 


Vienna MOWJ in Persian 21 Mar 83 pp 10, 11 


[Text] The Khomeyni regime claims that it is both a republic and 
Islamic. But, in practice, it is neither. It is not a republic 
because theocratic rule is an exaggerated term whose authority 
and irresponsibility make any dictatorship look good by 
comparison. It is not Islamic because no consultative method 
exists in this regime and because, essentially, the government is 
based on creating fear and terror. The policy of the Khomeyni 
regime is neither based on the traditions of Mohammad nor the 
generous acts, bravery and justice of ‘Ali. Hence, the Khomeyni 
regime contradicts itself and is at war with itself. The 
manifestation of this contradiction is its inability to conform 
itself to the precepts of a republic and an Islamic country and, 
finally, its inability to conform to international laws and to 
live among the family of nations. 


But, neither is the Khomeyni regime national nor Iranian, because 
Khomeyni-ism is based on the negation of nationalism and avoiding 
the Iranian language, culture and civilization. Khomeyni sees 
Iranian history in terms of Islamic history and considers Islamic 
history to be crystalized in theocratic rule. However, in 
practice, the Khomeyni regime is based on terroristic training 
and close ties with terrorist mercenaries and their vast network 
and, finally, the Khomeyni regime works hand-in-hand with 
extremist leftist agents. But, by no means can it let them share 
in its government. Therefore, it uses the presence of these 
extremists to endorse its existence and carry out ultimately 


terroristic services. 


Let us add that two groups, international terrorists and 
smugglers, are the two strong arms of the Khomeyni regime. 
Through these two arms, Khomeyni has been able to procure food 
and weapons for his government. Through these two, he has been 
able to engage in open and covert terroristic acts internally and 
externally. Terrorism may not be eliminated in the world, but a 
government based on terrorism and smuggling and relying on 
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confiscation and usurpation will certainly die in the course of 
national resistances. 


The mass media of the Islamic Republic continues to lie and 
continues to hang people on the gallows of accusations and 


slander. 


The mass media of the Islamic Republic engages in forgery, 
manufacturing forged documents for the people. The mass media of 
the Islamic Republic prepares the grounds for the future criminal 
acts of the clerical regime in order to enable the revolution 
prosecutor to arrest and imprison the people on the basis of such 
lies in order to hand them over to the executioners without a 


trial. 


The mass media of the Islamic Republic consists of charlatans, 
cowards, unjust and inhumane servants of dictatorship, agents of 
Old colonialism and subjugation, idiotic liars, manufacturers of 
false accusations, servants of Khomeyni and partners of 
executioners. The mass media of the Islamic Republic lies and 
judges hideously and incorrectly. It speaks of people who oppose 
oppression as counterrevolutionaries. It introduces people who 
have not accepted and will not accept the government of the 
riffraff as supporters of Satan. It spreads lies about men who 
have exposed the dictatorial bloody regime of the Islamic 
Republic, who have recounted the truth for the people and who 
have not accepted cooperation with it. 


No nation or people can be deceived for long. No nation or 
people can be made to reject its historical and traditional ways 
or be made to misdirect its movement in a direction opposed to 
its traditions, customs, culture and past civilization. We have 
many historical examples. The Soviet regime has been claiming 
for 70 years that it is communist, but the Russian people have 
remained Russian. The same is true of China. And it is no 
different with the socialist republics of Europe. 


Throughout the Arab world for the past 25 years, from Morocco to 
Egypt and from Syria to Irag, various imposed regimes have been 
experienced under different names. But, ultimately, the Arab 
nations have remained Arabs and the remainder have gone their own 
own way. Iran can follow nothing but its own historical course. 
Iran cannot forget its past. The people of Iran will not change 
the course of its civilization-making movement for fleeting 
individual whims or for a group of power-thirsty people. It will 
not live contrary to its habits. Iran is the greatest and most 
valuable legacy of our ancestors. We have no homeland but Iran 
and nothing but independence and freedom for the country and the 
nation. We are all devoted to Iran. Our ideology as well, which 
is inspired by Iranian nationalism, has deep Iranian roots which 

}: 
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have guaranteed and will guarantee the general interests of the 
Iranian nation. 


We believe that all Iranians, with their ethnic, racial and 
geographical characteristics, are related and united by one 
essential element, which is their glorious history, culture and 
civilization of 2,500 years. Our identity is Iranian and we 
staunchly and openly defend this identity, culture and 
nationality which has been created over the course of centuries. 
An Iranian has a mountain of political experience behind him and 
has an ancient history as his historical support. Hence, he 
neither experiences other people's experiences nor toys with non- 


Iranian ideologies. 


We have experienced and are experiencing our lives in our great 
ancestral land with its ancient history. With our experience of 
the past and the countless events in Iranian history, we 
immediately conclude that great Iran will rise in the very near 
future on the basis of its nationality and identity, because 
nationalism and patriotism are rooted in our hearts, spirits, 
minds, customs and habits, culture, languages and literature. 
Such nationalism and patriotism can reestablish security and 


revitalize the dead economy. 


For more than four years, Iran and Iranians have lived contrary 
to their customs and traditions. Western colonialism has tried 
in these four years to present Iranians as selfish, 
opportunistic, unprincipled and lacking in political knowledge 
and patriotism. Their mass media, by analyzing and magnifying 
personal differences or by displaying people who lack political 
awareness through interviews, introducing them as the spokesmen 
of one or another organization (intending to bring their 
mercenaries to power), try to humiliate the nationalist 
opposition and eliminate any possibility for the creation of a 
united front struggling against the puppets in Tehran or Europe. 
Meanwhile, we must accept realistically that a small number of 
misguided or at times evil-intentioned Iranians, wittingly or 
unwittingly, have been the causes of disunity and have fueled the 
situation created by colonialism against the unity of the 
struggling national forces. In the garb of serious opposition to 
Khomeyni's group, these ill-intentioned people have engaged in 
spreading rumors and creating disunity among the struggling 
individuals and forces. Unfortunately, their acts of spreading 
poison have often been effective. Fortunately, the hand of the 
rumor spreaders has been shown and their role is becoming clear 


to the people. 


Four years is nothing in terms of Iranian history. Foreigners 

have often dominated us, but Iran has remained Iran. The Iranian 
became Muslim, but he remained Iranian. He even influenced Islam 
with his civilization and culture. After the Arab invasion, Iran 

















was under the domination of Arabs for nearly two centuries. But, 
ultimately, the Iranians returned to their own way of government. 


Khomeyni's days and those of his supporters are darkening and the 
political horizon of Iran is becoming bright. It shall be seen 
that the politicians of the world will consider Khomeyni's regime 
aS a stain on the conscience of humanity and a deadly wound to 
twentieth century man. Then, there shall remain no chance to 
defend the terrorist mercenary brothers and their fire-setting 
brothers and comrades supported by Moscow and for their allies in 
the reactionary strongholds of colonialism. It has reached such 
an extent that Communists such as Castro are embarrassed to 
endorse Khomeyni and the Afghan strugglers with whom Khomeyni 
pretended to sympathize have rejected his deceptive hand. 


The Khomeyni regime is not a ripe fruit which we must expect to 
fall. On the contrary, it is a rotten fruit which has created a 
stink in the region and everyone must engage in disinfecting it, 
‘ven those who have participated in cooking and feeding this 
poisonous gift to the Iranian people. 


On the domestic scene, everything indicates that individual and 
group resistance has increased and the evil, gluttonous clerics 
are being exposed in the market place. 


The regime of terror lives in terror because it is chaotic from 
within and sooner or later it must vomit what it has swallowed. 


In order to inform those who have unwittingly submitted to 
Khomeyni's trickery, we say that Iran cannot change with the 
issuance of one communique and we have seen that it has not. 

What occurred is contrary to the Iranian spirit and humanity. 

For this reason, it is condemned to fall and we shall see that it 
will soon fall, because these days are not those of the Arab 
invasion and the Mongol mischief, the truth of which will take 
lecades to uncover. People have risen up quickly; this is the 
truth. The mass media of the world has also made quick 
judgments. This is also true. But, the same people have 
gradually come to the realization and stopped their false 
uprising; they have sensed the truth and compared the facts. 

They have awakened and begun the struggle. And the world has 
followed exactly the same path. Even the politicians and 
personalities have confessed to their miscalculations about Iran. 
That is why Iran is on the course of being saved. An authentic 
and patriotic movement will begin to return it to its origins on 
the bas’: of laws to establish security and ensure the 


territ ’ j tegrity of Iran. But, this movement has a 
histori-:. ani legal order and course and shall not be 
uncontroli thaotic and anarchistic. The entire Constitution 


of Iran guara.cees this movement. With the knowledge that some 
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sort of mechanism for change exists in this Constitution, Iran 


will rise up. 


The allegience and support of you and I alone at this juncture in 
time is the vanguard for saving Iran and nothing else. 


10,000 
CSO: 4640/167 
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IRAN 


APPEAL TO UN SECRETARY-GENERAL TO HELP END IRAN-IRAQ WAR 
Vienna MOWJ in Persian 21 Mar 83 pp 6, 7 

[Text] 31 January 1983 

“Mr Secretary-General of the United Nations: 


ndoubtedly, you are aware of the tragedies that are befalling 
the suffering Iranian nation, because I have, on my part, already 
reported to the U'l organizations what has befallen our nation at 
the hands of the present regime. Now I find it necessary to call 
to your attention another aspect of those tragedies which concern 
the Iranians who have been driven away from their homeland. 


Presently, about 1.5 million Iranians are refugees, driven from 
their homes. Some have not only not violated the rights of the 
nation, whether during the previous regime or during the present 
one, but they have themselves suffered and have always stood at 
the side of the oppressed people of Iran. They have perhaps been 
quilty of being sincere, humanitarian and patriotic. 


If such innocent Iranians return to Iran, they shall be under 
threat of annihilation. Therefore, they are forced to be 
refugees and to wander about in foreign countries. 

linfortunately, the strict regulations of some of the countries, 
especially in regards to political assylum, residency permits, 
entry permits and restrictions in regards to the kinds of 
passports that these people have acquired with much difficulty, 
have cause them to be in the most difficult of situations and to 
live as homeless people. Meanwhile, the relative indifference of 
some of the organizations and officials of the United Nations and 
some countries have made the situation more difficult than ever 
before. Few people are concerned about these refugees who 
presently have no choice to return to Iran. Except for a small 
number, they even lack the income with which to live with and do 
not know what they should do or where they should go. 


In defense of humanitarianism, which is the motto of the United 
Nations, I insistently ask you and the other members of the 
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Council to pay more effective attention to these people without 
refuge. 


I thank you and the other members of the Council in advance for 
the measures that you will take. 


Naval Commander, Dr Ahmad Madani 


Recipient of Copy: 
Yuman Rights Commissions: 


Please, kindly note the contents of this letter and take 
effective measures. 


4 March 1983 
Mr Secretary-General of the United Nations: 


It has been nearly two and a half years since the destructive war 
between Iran and Iraq began, a war that has toppled the basis of 
our existence and has cost hundreds of millions of dollars and 
more and has dragged into blood and soil hundreds of thousands 
and more of the best children of our country. It has resulted in 
3 million distressed Iranian refugees and is about to become the 


longest war since World War II. 


As have other Iranian patriots, I have constantly requested that 
the world leaders take effective measures to end this terrible, 
destructive war. But, thusfar, no effective measures have been 
taken. However, if they wanted to, they could. You are no doubt 
aware of what is happening to the presently enslaved Iranian 
nation which has been buried alive. You are also aware of the 
calamities of the imposed war. Therefore, once again, and most 
earnestly, I implore you to employ your most effective efforts to 


end this destructive war. 


Perhaps as a result of the persistent efforts of yourselves and 
other humanitarians, calm will return to the region so that we 
Iranians will be able to celebrate our national new year, which 
corresponds with the beginning of spring, with less sorrow and 


distress. 


Undoubtedly, such a peace is hoped for in which the legitimate 
interests and rights of the Iranian people will be taken into 
consideration, resulting in no change in the international 


orders of Iran and Iraq. 


I thank you in advance for the measures you will take. 


Naval Commander Dr Madani 
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Recipients of Copies: 


1. Security Council of the United Nations: Please, kindly heed 
the contents of this letter and take effective measures. 


“a @ 


2 Human Rights Commissions Please, kindly heed the contents of 
this letter and take effective measures, 


4 March 1983 


Mr Secretary-General of the United Nations: 


\ day does not pass in which dozens of the people of Iran 
presently without refuge are not sent to the execution squads and 
twice that many suffer imprisonment and torturue. Meanwhile, the 
relative indifference of the above-mentioned UN organizations has 
added to the pain. As far as I have been able, I have informed 
you and the other leaders of the humanitarian organizations of 
the world of the situation. I have informed you of what is 
happening to the Iranian people in the country and what is 
happening to the refugees who have been driven away from their 
homes. Now, too, following my last letter, which I telegraphed 
to you on 31 January, once again, I request that you pay more 
attention to the situation of the Iranian nation. 


I thank you in advance for the measures that you will take. 
Naval Commander, Dr Madani 


Recipients of Copies: 


1. Human Rights Commission: Please pay more attention to the 
content of this letter and to what I have reported earlier. 


2. Representative agencies of the members of the Council: 
Please, pay more attention to the content of this letter and to 


what I have reported earler. 


L0,000 
CSO: 4640/168 
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IRAN 


INTERVIEW WITH IRAQI COUNCIL SPOKESMAN 
GF150634 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 0430 GMT 15 Apr 83 


[Text] In an interview with IRNA, Hojjat ol-Eslam Hakim, the spokesman 
for the Iraqi Supreme Council of the Islamic Revolution [SCIR], who is 

in Esfahan to participate in the third anniversary of martyrdom of 
Ayatollah Sadr and his innocent sister, discussed the activities of 

SCIR in bringing into fruition the Islamic Revolution in Iraq, the activi- 
ties of the Iraqi Mojahedin, conditions of Saddam's forces and the inhuman 


goals of the Ba'thist Iraqi regime. 


He said: The SCIR was formed for the lofty goal of gathering all the 
popular and revolutionary forces of Iraq scattered in other countries and 

in order to mobilize the imprisoned Iraqi people. It has started its 
activities to overthrow the Zionist Saddam and establish an Islamic Republic 
in Iraq by publishing statements, giving speeches and participating in 


radio programs, 


He described the activities of the Iraqi Mojahedin in that country as superb 
and said: The Muslim Iraqi Mojahedin, are trying to destroy the regime 
currently ruling Iraq by mobilizing all popular forces and carrying out 
extensive propaganda by distributing the SCIR's newspaper. Their armed 
resistance and attacks against the establishment of the fascist Iraqi 

regime is an effective step in the road to Saddam's destruction. 


Calling the victorious Wal Fajr operation the biggest blow against the 
mercenary Iraqi Government, he said: For sometime now the Iraqi nation has 
been prepared for the final operation by the army of Islam. God willing, 
upon the arrival of Islamic fighters in Iraqi territory, people will welcome 
them. The diminishing forces of Saddam do not enjoy the popularity that 
Iranian forces have among the Iraqi people. They have no popular support 
and the crumbling Iraqi army will be destroyed by this operation. 


On the issue of the rocket attacks by Saddam against Nowruz oil wells, he 
said: the criminal Saddam would resort to any inhuman act in order to 
maintain his power, and it makes no difference to him to bomb fighters or 
innocent people of towns. He is not afraid to destroy all the countries 

of the region to save his position. Saddam sets oil wells on fire in order 

to be able to rule Iraq and show his power to his masters. The Gulf countries 
should remember that they dig their own graves by supporting Saddam. 
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IRAN 


ESFAHAN GOVERNOR GENERAL HOLDS PRESS CONFERENCE 
GF130544 Esfahan Domestic Service in Persian 1530 GMT 11 Apr 83 


[Text] Mr Karbaschi, the governor general of Esfahan, yesterday afternoon, 
in a press conference answered questions put to him by correspondents. At 
the conference which lasted for about 2 hours the governor general of 
Esfahan talked about the budget, programs for 1983-1984 and policies of the 
province and the whole country on various matters. 


The governor general, in discussing relations between the clergy and office 
of the governor general, thanked and expressed his appreciation of the 
liberal assistance of Ayatollah Khademi and Ayatollah Taheri in providing 
spiritual uplift to the province, he said: Thank God that we have availed 
ourselves of the guidance and sympathy of the spiritual leaders of Esfahan 


in all aspects. 


While discussing the activities of persons responsible for various organs 
and departments, he said: I am certain that none of these organs and 
departments are shirking their responsibilities, however, in some 
departments the work of the responsible persons and servants is worth 
special attention and deserve praise. 


Regarding the security of the province, and movement of dissident groups, 
the governor general in reply to correspondents’ questions said: Thank God 
for the round-the-clock efforts of the law and order forces and the vigi- 
lance of the people on the scene, because of which we have no major prob- 


lems. 


Regarding thieves and those who encroach on the property rights of others, 
Mr Karbaschi said: Due to the efforts of many people, a large number of 
those who have committed crimes have been arrested, and I am availing 
myself of this opportunity to request that officials of the public 
prosecutor office which prosecute these criminal elements be firm, and 

if a person has committed 16 thefts, merely sentencing him to a prison 
term will not prevent his 17th theft. 


CSO: 4640/171 
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IRAN 


MONTAZERI URGED TO PUBLISH TREATISE 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 116, 7 Apr 83 pp 4, 5 


[Text] Two politically active mullahs in Naser Makarem Shirazi and Abdul 
Hossein Jalali Pahlabadi have appealed to Khomeini'’s heir apparent, 
Hussein Ali Montazeri, to publish his treatise on Islamic jurisprudence 
"so as the faithful may be graced by Your Excellency's guidance." 


On the face of it the two mullahs’ appeal to Montazeri may seem an attempt 

to praise him and put him on a par with the grand ayatollahs. But the appeal 
actually reveals that Montazeri has not yet published his treatise, a require- 
ment for senior clergymen, and, therefore, cannot be regarded as an authori- 


tative theologian. 


In the parlance of the Shiite church a treatise is termed as "Resaleh" 
and an authoritative ayatollah is called "Saheb-ol-Resaleh." It is manda- 
tory for theologians who are regarded as "a source of imitation"--or worthy 


of having disciples. 


Ayatollahs Khoyi, Shariat-Madari, Najafi, Golpayegani and Qomi have already 
published treatises. Khomeini's treatise was hastily put together by 
Shariat-Madari's clerks in 1963 when he decided to elevate Khomeini to the 
status of grand ayatollah to force the late Shah to free him from prison. 
Since Khomeini achieved fame in 1979 his treatise has been a source of some 
humour because of its uninhibited references to sexual matters. 


The call to Montazeri to publish a treatise could land him in trouble. If he 
chooses to repeat the usual topics on Islamic rules regarding contracts, 
marriage, prayers and so forth he could be in effect copying other mullahs' 


work. 


The standard practice of for a religious leader to receive queries from 
imitators or followers, on present day problems and then furnish replies 
on how he thinks Islamic tenets can be applied to them. 


However, this practice has pitfalls. His rivals may pass on controversial 
questions to him through their cronies and then force Montazeri to expose 
himself to challenge from other mullahs, or from lay men in cases where 
questions are on economic or scientific subjects. 
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Another problem is that Montazeri has, in fact, no “imitators.” He himself 
is an “imitator"™ of Khomeini; if he decides to have a following of his own 
then he could be seen as challenging Khomeini's authority, something he would 


not do. 


One solution is for Khomeini to claim that because he (Khomeini) deputises 
for the Hidden Imam,’ he can declare Montazeri as a qualified theologian fit 
to be his successor.’ But Khomeini has so far refused to do this, probably 
because he fears senior mullahs may publicly challenge such a proclamation. 


So the appeal to Montazeri to publish his treatise may well be a device to 
discredit him. This especially so because Naser Makarem Shirazi is himself 
an ambitious mullah who has published several books on Islamic jurisprudence 
and is regarded as an independent-minded mullah. Pahlabadi is an unknown. 


According to reliable informants, a group of foreign-educated friends of 
Montazeri, possibly with the help of some former Tudeh activists who have 
either studied in East Berlin or Moscow, have already written chapters on 
[Islamic economy which could eventually form part of Montazeri's treatise 
which is at present one of the important issues for discussion in the Islamic 


republic. 
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TEHRAN OFFICIAL PRESENTS BOOK ON FIVE-YEAR PLAN 
LD182202 Tehran IRNA in English 1937 GMT 18 Apr 83 


[Text] Tehran, 18 Apr (IRNA)--Details of the first five-year plan of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran has been published in a 700-page book and introduced 
to the Majlis for approval with the objective being "changing the corrupt 
economic structure of the past in the direction of reaching economic prosper- 


ity.” 


Mohammad Taqi Banki, state minister and head of the plan and budget organisa- 
tion, said in an exclusive interview with IRNA Monday that the five-year plan 
is a “magnificent and pure document prepared on the basis of Iranian informa- 
tion, capability and man-power." 


However, he added, there were many problems which stood in the way of the 
project, the most urgent of which was the lack of skilled planners. 


Said Banki, "We did not acquire planning experience in Iran, because previously 
it was prepared and dictated from abroad." 


He added that in this plan it is envisaged that the country needs 7,000 agro- 
engineers, 30,000 engineers in various fields, 83,000 technicians, 7,500 gen- 
eral practicians [as received], and 1,000 specialised doctors. He said the 
country could only train half of these and therefore a shortage of skilled 
and committed man-power would be the biggest issue affecting planning and im- 
plementation of the various projects. 


He said the plan and budget organisation had given specific proposals in order 
to increase Iran's income derived from its GNP to 14 percent and decrease the 
budget's dependence on oil exports. “If we do not think about changing the 
government's basic source of income, the problem of budget deficits and de- 
pendence on oil income would gradually escalate. The income derived from oil 
sales and which is used to compensate the budget deficit with loans from the 
banking system is like injecting money into an economy that without a doubt, 
will lead to higher inflation,” he said. 


Dr Banki said that he agreed that the five-year plan might seem "“over-ambitious," 
but he added our victories in the imposed war and the recapturing of 
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Khorramshahr and others were over-ambitious too, but they were achieved be- 
cause of the determination of the Iranian muslim nation. 


Asked if the fall in the OPEC oil price would have an adverse effect on the 
plan, he said the government had decided not to make any changes in the plan 
since the planners had worked on a base price of 30 dollars a barrel. 


He said he believed that the oil price would not decline in the long run. 


On the percentage of budget allocations spent in each sector, Dr Banki 

said in 1361 (March 1982-March 1983) some 943 billion rials (about dollars 

1l billion) [as received] were spent out of a total development budget of 
101.5 billion rials (about dollars 11.9 billion), which was 35 percent higher 
than the 698 billion (about dollars 8 billion) spent in the previous year. 


He said until the end of the 1lth month in 1361 (mid February 1983), the 
educational sector spent 60 percent of its budget, health 56 percent, agri- 
culture 50 percent, mines and metals 31 percent, roads and transportation 62 
percent, rural electricity 62 percent, and government construction 56 per- 
cent. 
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IRAN 


PROBLEMS OF IRANIANS IN DIASPORA ANALYZED 


London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 116, 7 Apr 83 p 6 


[Report by Teezbin] 


[Text] What a baffling bunch Iranians are! Just when their young king de- 
cides finally to open his mouth to his subjects it is handled in such a way 
that most of the impact is lost in the presentation. Served up in elaborate 
covers as if we're all back in Imperial Tehran again it was accompanied by 
the most unflattering photograph of the young man it was possible to imagine. 
In addition, the cassette of his Nowruz message had his remarks followed by 
some thoroughly unsuitable ruhozi music that many of those who heard it 
thought it was intended to make fun of him. 


Inevitably, many of the monarchy's more ardent supporters felt the photograph 
and the music were deliberate acts of sabotage by somebody in his entourage. 
But who--and of what advantage would that be to the person concerned, who is 
probably getting a handsome salary and little to do for it? That idea sounds 
like another of the Persian Nights concepts on which so many Iranians seem to 
survive. 


But if it were just an error of judgment on the part of the young Shah's 
advisers the sheer poor taste of the exercise opens up the question of what 
sort of judgment he himself possesses if he went along with all this. The 
more one thinks of it the more exasperated one gets. You don't have to be a 
supporter of the Pahlavis to regret such bungling. For the monarchy is a part 
of all Iranians’ heritage and it should be handled with the respect that it 
deserves. Nobody wants Reza Pahlavi to make a fool of himself, because that 
reflects on the monarchy to which he is heir. His relatives may be a mean 
bunch of high livers without much concern for their country but he must still 
hold the dignity of that trust himself. Even if the monarchy has finally 

to be relegated to history it doesn't have to end up discredited on the scrap 
heap. And his father and grandfather have only Reza to look to to ensure 
some honour still attached to their name for the efforts they made for their 
country. If he muffs things then his family will be forgotten, too. 


This latest debacle only brings home to Iranians the pathetic performance of 
all their compatriots with ambitions to play some role in the future of their 
country. Fortunes have been spent on salaries and expenses for those fortunate 





enough to work for some of these organisations, who have a greater vested 
interest in their organisations continuing to exist without progress or 
change than they do in achieving anything politically. Their leaders, one 
cannot help but suspect, are merely trying to ensure they have some organi- 
sation and support ready for the day when somebody with more guts and com 
punction takes action back at home and they can return to politicking there. 
This is why they conduct all their polemic in Persian, turning out only 
rubbishy, boring news-sheets in western languages which have no hope of 
affecting people's opinions. 


So where do the exiles go from here? Other than try to get a well paid job 
with one or the other of the political organisations--or one of their news- 
papers (how do they manage to survive when they distribute themselves free 
around the world?)--nothing at all until that tough guy waiting back home in 
Iran makes a move. And when is he going to make a move? If he thinks 

like most of the exile leaders only when he is 100 per cent sure of winning. 
It's all going to be bloodless, we are told, and the weary Iranian populace 
will adopt social democracy overnight and we'll all go back to a Utopia where 
Khomeini's era will seem only a nightmare. 


Why is it that people like Shahpour Bakhtiar, Ali Amini, Ahmad Madani and so 
many more worthy people with a lot in common cannot sit down like men of their 
ilk of other nationalities, to discuss what is in their and other Iranians’ 
best interests? Why cannot they synchronise their efforts and publicity 

to build up respect for Iranians in the West and develop the exile communities 
into a single force which can serve, through its possession of such a big 

part of the Iranian people's talents and skills, to influence world opinion 
and the minds of those in power in Tehran? It is one of the contemporary 
age's great mysteries. 
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IRAN 


FIRST EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT TO BE READY BY SUMMER 1983 


Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 31 Jan 83 p 14 


[Text] --A research institute for aviation industry in Iran has been 
established. 


--Plans have been made to manufacture airplanes, helicopters, kites and 
missile fuel in Iran. 


With the establishment of a research institute for the aviation industry 
by a group of specialists, interested, responsible and faithful Iranians, 
a new step has been taken in the direction of industrial self-sufficiency, 
creation and innovation in the country's aviation industry. 


In a press conference yesterday, Gholam Reza Zolfaqari, executive super- 
visor of 'Tayeran Ababil’ (Flying Swallow), which is an aviation research 
institute, explained goals and policy of the institute and spoke of the 
formation of the institute and its efforts so far concerning research and 
production of aircraft, and operational circumstances of the first 


experimental-research airplane, ‘White Pigeon.’ 
Idea for Establishment of a Research Institute for the Aviation Industry 


Brother Zolfaqari, inspired by words of the nation’s imam who said, "Go and 
try to correct your advanced industries" said, "With regard to the particu- 
lar atmosphere created in our country after the revolution and economic 
blockade applied by superpowers, and especially after the outbreak of the 
imposed war, various needs came into existence in the country. A group of 
fellow warriors who were serving at Tabriz base thought of establishing 

a research institute for self-sufficiency in the aviation industry within 

a framework of Islamic solutions. This idea was discussed with the Grand 
Ayatollah Montazeri and with his inducement and encouragement the insti- 
tute was founded on a preliminary form." 


He added, "Since the purpose of the group who had gathered together was not 
ior profit or commerce, work began with interest and revolutionary excite- 
ment of each member and reliance on specialized manpower. On the other 
hand, at the beginning of the revolution, and particularly with the out- 
break of war, it was not possible to receive aid from the government, 
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considering the difficulties in those days. For this reason, it was 
decided to use the ideas, experience, specialties and financial aid of the 
people who have always been actively and usefully present in all problems. 
And for this, the first formal meeting of members of this institute took 
place during the second month of the winter 1981 and by collecting help 
from generous, interested and specialized individuals, the institute began 


its work." 


Zolfaqari then added, “At the present time, this institute has about 300 to 
400 direct members and about 2,000-3,000 indirect members, and with broader 
recognition of the "Flying Swallow’ in the future, certainly more people 
would come to help and cooperate with us." 


The executive supervisor of this institute pointed out that the ‘Flying 
Swallow’ institute is founded on the Koran's instructions and the holy 
faith of twelve Imams of Shi'a whose goal is strictly scientific research, 
and this institute is far from any political and profit-making activity. 

A charter has been prepared and it indicates that the members of the 
institute would elect the board of directors through a general assembly 
for direct supervision over the institute's affairs which is the highest 
decisionmaking source. This institute has two administrative-social and 
scientific-technical assistants whose duties are defined separacely and 
the executive affairs are carried out by a superviswr who has ali of the 
necessary and legal qualifications needed to run the institute. Mean- 
while, he pointed out that activities of the official religious minorities 
are permitted in this institute. 


The Institute's Budget Allocation 


The executive affairs supervisor of the ‘Flying Swallow’ Institute then 
pointed out the subject of providing a budget to carry out research on the 
aviation industry and added, "Up until now, the institute's budget was 
maintained by religious payments, donations of interested and generous 
individuals and also by membership fees of the members of the institute. 
With reliance on the almighty God, after negotiations with the civil avia- 
tion, the prime minister's office and other government and nongovernment 
organizations related to scientific research efforts of the institute, we 
have received many favorable promises for cooperation from responsible 
authorities and especially from the assistant for institutional affairs. 
Aside from financial problems, one of the major difficulties we now have 
is the problem of registering the ‘Flying Swallow’ Institute. Because in 
the present framework, necessary predictions have not been made for non- 
profit organizations and activities such as ours. Therefore, legal recogni- 
tion would very much help us carry out our work; particularly now that we 
have begun work on plans and designs on production of an experimental and 
research-oriented small plane called ‘White Pigeon,’ so that both this 
institute as well as all interested individuals, specialists and related 
organs, could freely carry out necessary coordination and cooperation." 
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Manufacturing the ‘White Pigeon’ Plane 


In relation to the manufacturing of the ‘White Pigeon’ plane which is passing 
through study and implemental stages, Brother Zolfaqari said, "Since the 
name of the ‘Flying Swallow’ Institute has been chosen, inspired by the 
"ALFIL’ verset of the Koran and this is a research institute dealing with 
aviation industry, and considering the fact that from the beginning of the 
Islamic revolution and the imposed war, many martyrs have been offered to 
Islam by this nation, and the fact that from the start of the revolution 
until now the ‘White Pigeon’ has been a reminder of martyrs’ pure souls, we 
have therefore named the first experimental research airplane, which will 
be built by experts of our country and interest and cooperation of our 
nation, the ‘White Pigeon’ and hopefully and with God's help, it would 
reach the testing stage by this summer." 


‘White Pigeon's' Specifications ‘ 

With regard to the specifications of this experimental plane and efforts 
made so far to build it, Brother Zolfaqari said, "More important and crucial 
stage than the building stage is planning, design and accurate calcu!ations 
of these designs. If these are correct, building it by assembling the parts 
is an easy job. For this plane, around 2,500 to 3,000 blueprints have been 


selected and are now passing the final calculation stage. 


"The ‘White Pigeon’ is a light experimental propelled and single-engine 
plane and seats two persons, and is used for experiments and scientific 
research as a preliminary training plane. Of course, upon perfection of 
the design in the future, it can also be used for short term services. 


"As for spare parts and parts needed to build this plane, negotiations have 
been held with scientific centers such as technical universities, factories 
and interested technical workers. A sample of necessary parts would be 
made available to students, factory workers and interested specialists 
throughout the country, so that sample parts that are needed by the 
institute can be built. This way, a huge budget will not be required to 
build this plane. International flight standards will be fully met in 
manufacturing this plane and for control purposes it will be placed at 

the disposal of the civil aviation for confirmation of its flight safety." 


Other Activities 


At the conclusion, Zolfaqari said, "From the beginning of the establishment 
of this institute, in addition to various plans and designs by the insti- 
tute's specialists, to build the airplane, helicopters, kites, missile fuel, 
etc., efforts were made to set up a library containing scientific and 
research books concerning the aviation industry and industrial information 
bank. We hope that with research activities in the aviation incustry, we 
can take a step toward self-sufficiency of this industry in the country." 
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IRAN 


ARMY SAID FINDING ITS ROLE REGARDING PRESTIGE 
’ 


London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 116, 7 Apr 83 pp 3, 4 


[Text] Between March 27 and April 1, at least three high level military teams 
headed by the Iranian Army Chief of Staff General Ghassem Ali Zahirnejad held 
meetings with top mullahs at Khomeini's residence. 


Informed sources in Tehran believe that the meetings were held to inform 
Khomeini of the latest developments in the war as well as to receive Khomeini's 
approval for some changes in the armed forces command. 


It was noted that the commander of the ground forces Col Sayyad Shirazi was 
absent from all three meetings. It is now more than three weeks that the news 
media have made no reference to Shirazi in their reports on the war. 


Shirazi is a protege of President Ali Khamenei. The two first met in 1979, 
when Khamenei was under-secretary of defence in Mehdi Bazargan's cabinet. 

At that time Shirazi, a captain, served at Khamenei's office as an assistant 
to him. Since then Khamenei has tried to promote Shirazi as Iran's top 
military decision-maker. 


Now Shirazi's absence from the important meetings taking place last week has 
aroused suspicion that he may have fallen out of favour. He is generally 
hated by the professional soldiers, who regard him as a desk officer and a 
crony of Khamenei. 


y 
( 


Observers believe that the significance of the meetings between the top mili- 
tary brass and Khomeini lies in the fact that several units of the revolution- 
ary guards have been withdrawn from the southern front and sent to the Kurdish 


areas. 


"| have a feeling the army has told Khomeini that the revolutionary guards 
and Baseej elements should keep away from the war for the time being," an in- 
formed source fold IPS. He said the army generally regards the presence of 
ill-disciplined revolutionary guards at the front as more of a liability 
rather than an asset. 
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He told IPS: “Army officers are unhappy over the revolutionary guards’ lack 
of discipline and professionalism. They are also angry about constant 
squabbles among the guards and Beseej militia. Another source of friction 
is the way ignorant guards commanders boss around the professionals and 
question their strategic and tactical decisions." 


The same source also said that the army could have told Khomeini that with 
the delivery of sophisticated weaponry for the Iraqis the war has assumed 
a high degree of sophistication above the understanding of the revolution- 
ary guards, and it would be better to leave the professionals to deal with 
the enemy's improved fighting techniques and weapons. 


Other observers believe that in any case the army is going to play a more 
important role in the fighting than ever before. One indication of the 
army's increasing importance is the fact that a sizeable quantity of modern 
heavy arms have been delivered to logistics commanders in the south. 


Observers have also noted that several senior army officers were killed in 
action just before Nowruz. One was a full colonel who was posthumously 
promoted to the rank of brigadier. This could also indicate a more active 
role by the irmy in the fighting. 


Meanwhile, on the occasion of April 1, Republic Day, Khomeini paid tribute to 
the army and made some reference to "nationalism" by saying that the Mojahedin 
were enemies of Islam, revolution, Iran and nationalism. The reference to 
nationalism was seen as an effort by Khomeini to appease the army, which has 
often indicated its devotion to Iran's national identity and sense of 
nationalism. Khomeini's reference to nationalism was so out of place that 
observers were prompted to believe the military men had said hard things. 
fehran radio also played several songs on April 1 in which lyrics eulogised 
the name of Iran and Iranian heritage. 


In other developments Khamenei was reported to have made a whirlwind tour of 
army garrisons and navy installations in the Persian Gulf on March 26 and 27, 
before going to Mashad to address the Khorassan 77th division. 


The 77th division played a leading role in the liberation of Khorramshahr and 
in pushing Iraqi army units out of their well-entrenched positions around 
Basra. But it was subsequently ordered to return to its base in Khorassan, 
where the army command in Tehran insists on maintaining sufficient force 

to keep an eye on Afghan and Russian activities. 


All in all observers believe some new developments are in the offing within 
the Iranian military. This must be viewed in the light of the fact that 

the ongoing power struggle between guards commander Mohsen Reza'i and minister 
of revolutionary army Mohsen Rafiqdoost has not yet been either curbed, or 
reached any decisive point to give one or other side the victory. 
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Whether any possible new development could have any immediate impact on the 
stalemated war is not known. For the time being the Iraqis seem to be 
consolidated in their positions and well stocked with weapons. 


‘et the Iraqi military command is worried that Iranians may have some sur- 
prises for them, sources say. They fear that well-armed Iraqi dissidents, 
officered by - Syrian or Iranian professionals, may open up a front in the 
Mosul area in the north. Iraqi intelligence has already observed large 

groups of militia moving towards Kurdish areas from Sanandaj. These, it says, 
could penetrate Iraqi positions in that region. 
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IRAN 


MOSCOW'S FIRM STAND ON TUDEH 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 116, 7 Apr 83 p 2 


[Text] There was no doubt after recent articles in PRAVDA and other parts 

of the Soviet media that Moscow was determined to try to maintain the legality 
of the Tudeh Party in Iran in an effort to try to preserve its organisation 
and potential importance. While it was careful to praise Khomeini himself 
there were some very hard words against the regime's treatment of the Tudeh 
leaders and other "patriots." There was an implication that the Soviets would 
not stand for their friends being treated in such a way. 


Moscow had obviously learned the lesson from its cavalier attitude toward the 
Tudeh in the past, when it has more than once used them as pawns in a wider 
political game involving Soviet interests in Iran. This time Moscow obviously 
sees Iran developing into a society where political groups and interests will 
have a role to play and thus appreciates that the time will core when it 
really needs the Tudeh. [It had obviously never felt the need for a proxy in 
Iran until the Islamic revolution brought Iranians up against political 
reality for the first time. 


The subject of Afghanistan, in the light of Tehran's strong criticism of Soviet 
policy there in recent months, must also be high on the agenda for any dis- 
cussions in Tehran. The signs that Moscow is becoming concerned about the 
growing untenability of its position there mean it must try to influence the 
mullahs to lay off their attacks while Moscow tries to salvage what it can in 
talks with Afghanistan's neighbours and the United Nations. The fact that 

the mullahs have just inaugurated a powerful new broadcasting transmitter near 
the £oviet border, which beams out programmes in the Turkish dialect of a 
great part of the southern Soviet regions and much of Afghanistan itself, 
suggests they have some plans in the region that may not be all that con- 
genial for Moscow. 


Finally, there is the evidence that the return of sizable oil revenues as a 
card for the mullahs to play in their desperate game to stay in office has 
already produced new blandishments to Tehran from the West must be a source 
of concern for the Soviets, who are constantly returning these days to their 
theme that agents of imperialism inside the mullahs' regime are trying to 
serve Western interests. 
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IRAN 


REVOLUTION COURT OFFICIAL INTERVIEWED ON HOARDING, PROFITEERING 


Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 30 Jan 83 p 2 


[Hojjat ol-Eslam Borhani, assistant to Tehran Revolution Court on Guild 
Affairs: "A Wealthy Profiteer Was Fined 41 Million Tomans"] 


[Text] Yesterday morning Hojjat ol-Eslam Ahmad Ali Borhani, assistant 

to Tehran Revolution Court on Guild Affairs, in an interview answering a 
few questions, explained points of view of this revolutionary organ in re- 
gard to hoarders and profiteers. 


At the beginning of the interview he said, "Last week the Revolution Court 
in charge of Guild Affairs in Tehran, fined three profiteers of plastic 
materials and cast iron for over 42 million tomans and the names of these 
three persons whose guilt is definite and obvious to the court are: 

1. Gholam ‘Ali Ja'farzadeh, son of Gholamreza, guilty of profiteering 

in plastic materials (freezer bag) sum of 417 million rials fine; 

2. Hassan Shafi'i, son of Reza, one of his representatives, sum of 

10 million rials fine; and 3. Mohammed Talakub, guilty of profiteerirg in 
iron was fined 7 million rials and payment of 708,000 rials to the conplain- 
ant for overcharged wages. Of course, other cases were investigated. Some 
were sentenced to prison and some reprimanded and punished. This 

Mr Gholam ‘Ali Ja'farzadeh, who is a big capitalist, was selling ropes prior 
to 1980. But, by receiving considerable credit from Bank Melli Central 
Branch and Bank Bazargani, Bazaar Ahangaran Branch, he imported industrial 
machineries from Japan and established a factory with an estimated value 

of 70 million tomans. An interesting point is that 34 million tomans of 
profiteering by this person came from only about 30 percent of the factory's 
products, that is plastic, and in 3 months. His other products, which are 
rope and agricultural threads, have separate conditions." 


Concerning the statement by the headquarters to follow up on the decree of 
the nation's Imam, he was asked whether the decisions for three employees 
of the town and village organization, who were convicted by the Court of 
Guild Affairs, were carried out or not? 


He said, "After notifying the Ministry of Commerce of the decision, we waited 
for a while so that the headquarters to follow up on the Imam's decree 
announced its views. After the headquarters announced its views that the 
court's decision should be carried out, the guilty were not introduced to 

the court and wherever the authorities went, they were told that these men 


were not there. 
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"Not only would our nation not tolerate these guilty individuals but also 
others who commit treason and crime and after a while they go under the 
cover of false identities and prefer to escape than stay, will not be 
tolerated. 


"All responsible officials should help our judicial branch in punishing 
criminals. Otherwise as Imam ‘Ali has said, ‘Rulers will be at fault.’ 


"Why should a court decision for a convicted person, who is from a lower 
class, be carried out immediately, but if the convicted person is from 

a higher class, the decision should not be carried out? And, some people 
favor these first class criminals and support them. Killing an oppressed 
person is easy. If first class offenders were punished and the court's 
decision on them were carried out, the Islamic Republic would see the 
justice. And these offenders who do not appear at their work places, if 
their superiors feel responsible, why don't they investigate them and under 
what authoritization do they receive salary without working? And, if they 
do not receive salary, who don't they surrender to the court decision?" 

He was asked, “What did come out of problems with regard to the tribunal 
and the Court of Guild Affairs and the Ministry of Commerce?" Hojjat ol-Eslam 
Borhani said, "As the respectable headquarters to follow up on the Imam's 
decree announced, its contents explain the guilty. But some people, even 
after the opinion of respectable headquarters to follow up on the Imam's 
decree, want to create an atmosphere so they can decline the headquarters’ 
orders, which is that of the Imam's decree, and disagree with it, which 

is disagreeing with theocratic rule. The principle is that the views of 
headquarters be executed in practice. Otherwise, what is the use of the law 
and decree, when it is not carried out even if it is very high and one 
hundred percent Islamic? 


"We are very grateful for decisive and impartial positions of the headquarter 
to follow up on the Imam's decree, and particularly to the Honorable Ayatollah 


Musavi-Ardabili, President of the Supreme Court.” 


He was asked how the Tribunal of Guild Affairs deals with hoarders and prcfit- 
eers? The assistant to the Tribunal of the Revolution of Tehran's Guild 
Affairs said, "Everyday many offenders of guild affairs are charged and then 
tried. But, principal elements are prosecuted rarely and with consuming 


many resources. 


"Ja'farzadeh and alike, that I said at the beginning was fined 34 million 
tomans, and a number of his and their documents are indicative of these 
people's status. And, because of advantages given to these big capitalists 
by some of the authorities, their wrongdoings are less obvious and they 

try to destrov signs of their offenses but some of them are always obvious. 
And again, some of the authorities show their responsibilities only by 
supporting capitalists in practice and after 4 years since the victory 

of the revolution, in the name of Islam they support capitalistic economy 
and impose economic pressure onthe shoulders of the deprived. Anyone who 
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provides the smallest support to such individuals is an accomplice in these 
activities. Because the economic terrorists act as a group and an institu- 
tion who back up one another when caught. Because they need to protect each 
other's reputation. For instance, in one of the cities, the city governor 
would not distribute villagers’ quotas. And when others including the 
district governor found out that the deprived's share had not reached them, 
they notified the authorities in charge. But the city governor who wanted 
to stop the process right from the beginning had the governcr general sign 
the district governor's transfer whereas the district governor's orders are 
to come from respectable minister of the interior. But before the order 
was issued by the respectable minister of the interior, they replaced him 
with another individual and this is in clear violation of Article 22 of the 
law which says: ‘Prestige, life, wealth, rights, home and job of individuals 
are protected from any transgression unless authorized by law." And in 
this incident, the district governor, who had stood up to protect the 
oppressed, was dismissed without legal ground. We ask the authorities not 
to permit lawless acts and injustice to continue in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran any more. Of course, the decisions of the courts are respectable for 
us and we have no objections to the courts’ decisions. Rather, this is a 
request. Even though the court is also right and says: ‘With regard to 
large sums of misuse or violation, imprisonment and alike verdicts are 
issued but not carried out, whether or not a ruling was issued. [sic] What 
is the use of a ruling when it is not carried out and some offenders, under 
cover and protection are exempt from punishment?" 
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NEW RADIO STATION NEAR SOVIET BORDER 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 116, 7 Apr 83 p 4 


[Text] The Islamic regime has inaugurated a powerful transmitter at Gonbad 
in the heart of Iran's Turkoman tribal area to broadcast eight hours daily, 
in the local dialect. It can be heard well inside the Soviet Union. 


Two Sunni clergymen who have received special training in Qom at the Faizeeh 
Theological School are to supervise and produce programmes for the new station. 
The programmes so far broadcast aim at explaining the social and in particular 
the revolutionary message of Khomeini's brand of Islam. They also hail 
Khomeini as a leading revolutionary leader. 


The Turkoman community in Iran is exclusively Sunni. Under the late Shah 
they became relatively prosperous through cotton and other farming. 
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IRAN 


MULLAHS CREATE FOOD SHORTAGE FOR NOWRUZ 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 116, 7 Apr 83 p 5 


[Text] The mullahs deliberately created shortages of rice, sugar and sweets 
and cakes some two weeks before Nowruz (Iranian New Year) in an effort to 
discourage people from celebrating the occasion in a big way, the Tehran 


public is alleging. 


Banking sources inside iran told IPS that the deliberate policy of running 
down stocks of rice and sugar was very obvious. Officials in the banks and 
ministry of commerce knew that the whole thing was designed to starve the 
people during Nowruz period. 


"Credits were opened with instructions to the suppliers to deliver the goods 
in mid-April, well after Nowruz,” a bank official said. 


As part of non-violent opposition to the mullahs’ rule many people in Iran 
decided to make ostentatious preparations for Nowruz celebrations this year. 
The mullahs, especially Khomeini, have often shown anger over the festivities, 
which are a legacy of Iran's pre-Islamic culture. 


The mullahs have done their best to encourage the people to celebrate 

February 11, which is the anniversary of the Islamic revolution. This year 
on that day Majlis speaker Hashemi Rafsanjani suggested the anniversary of 
the revolution should be promoted to a major popular festival rather than a 
mere official holiday. He said this day must be celebrated "like Nowruz." 


His proposal was given a -ool recepcion by the people, who did not hoist flags 
on February 11 this year. On the contrary civil servants and workers in 
nationalised industries began to pressure the mullahs soon afterwards to give 


them a bonus to mark Nowruz. 


Two days before Nowruz Rafsanjani commented that "Islam has approved Nowruz, 
and we, too, approve of it." This reference too was met with some cynical 


remarks by the public. 


But shortages of rice, fish, poultry and sugar, as well as unusually cold 
weather, were elements against the people. Even then they celebrated Nowruz 


in a big way. 
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IRAN 


SEVERAL GROUPS, INDIVIDUALS CALL ON KHOMEYNI 
GF121246 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 12 Apr 83 


[Text] Groups representing families of martyrs from Yadz, Tehran, and 
several individuals representing the martyrs of the Voice and Vision of 
of the Islamic Republic, together with a group of brothers and sisters 
from Sistan Va Baluchestan, called on Imam Khomeyni, the leader of the 
revolution and founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran, at Hoseyniyah 
Jamaran this morning. 


At this meeting, Mohammad ‘Ali Saduqi, the Yezd Majlis deputy, was also 
present. In a short speech Mr Mehdi Karrubi, the director of the martyrs 
foundation, once again thanked the martyr and the people of Yazd for 

their sacrifices and the sacrifice made by the martyred cleric 

Ayatollah Ahmad Asaduqi. In this meeting, Imam Khomeyni, the hope of the 
oppressed of the world, replied to the sentiments expressed by the present. 


At this meeting a plaque commemorating the martyr families, bearing signa- 
ture of the imam and made by appointment of the martyrs foundation, was 
presented to the son of the deceased Ayatollah Saduqi. 


Mr Fakharoddin Hejazi, Tehran Majlis deputy also called on Imam Khomeyni, 
the leader of the revolution and founder of the Islamic Republic this 


morning. 
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BRIEFS 


COMMENTS ON OIL SLICK--Kuwait, 15 Apr (SANA)--Iranian Ambassador in Kuwait 
Dr ‘Ali Shams Ardakani has said that the Gulf area will turn to a big 
incinerator for the U.S. deployment forces should they set foot in the 
region. Dr Ardakani, in a statement to the SANA correspondent in Kuwait, 
rejects the interference of the big powers in tackling the oil slick on the 
pretext that the slick threatens international navigation and oil ship- 
ments, adding that Iran and the region's states have the experts and 
necessary technical capabilities to tackle the problem. He expressed 
Iran's readiness to send 300 technicians and experts to cap the destroyed 
wells and combat the oil slick provided the other Gulf states follow suit. 
On the meeting of the Regional Organization for the Protection of Marine 
Environment, which has been postponed three times and which is scheduled 
to be held today, the Iranian ambassador in Kuwait said that Iran made a 
concession when it held consultations and contacts yesterday with the aim 
of considering the polluted area a secure zone and securing the operations 
for closing down the well and combating the oil slick. [Text] [JN150900 


Damascus SANA in Arabic 0825 GMT 15 Apr 83] 


NEW VATICAN AMBASSADOR--Tehran, 16 Apr (IRNA)--The new ambassador of the Vati- 
can to Tehran, Monsignor Giovanni de Andrea in a meeting with foreign affairs 
minister, ‘ali Akbar Velayati, here today, presented his credentials. Con- 
gratulating the Vatican representative upon his appointement, Velayati said 
the people of the world are overwhelmed with materialistic and hostile ten- 
dencies, and hoped that God almighty would remove such trends. The ambassa- 
dor of the Holy See while stressing that the essence of human beings was based 
on spiritual values hoped that God would help people to realise the fact so 
that they could embark on the path of truth. [Text] [LD170441 Tehran IRNA in 


English 1918 GMT 16 Apr 83] 


COMMERCIAL TIES WITH SWEDEN—-Tehran, 16 Apr (IRNA)--Iran and Sweden have 
signed a memorandum of understanding for the expansion of commercial and 
economic cooperation. Bilateral cooperation in the field of technol. zy was 
given added emphasis. Hoseyn Kazam Pur Ardebili [spelling of name as re- 
ceived], authority in charge of international and economic affairs of the 
Foreign Ministry of the Islamic Republic of Iran talking to IRNA today further 
added that Iran has announced its interest in importing wood, paper, plastic, 
raw materials, industrial machine tools, transport vehicles, medical equip- 
ment and electronic items from Sweden. Concluding his remarks, he said, on 
the basis of the memorandum signed between the two countries Sweden would in- 
crease the volume of its oil and non-oil imports from Iran. [Text] 
[LD170441 Tehran IRNA in English 1919 GMT 16 Apr 83] 
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PAKISTAN 


SOVIETS CRITICIZED FOR FANNING GULF WAR FLAMES 
CF180943 Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 7 Apr 83 p 4 
{[Editorial: "Gulf War: Kremlin Fanning Flames"] 


[Text] According to a Voice of America broadcast monitored here on Sunday 
night, an Iraqi official, just back from a visit to Moscow, has been re- 
ported to have said that the Kremlin had agreed to resume the sale of 
military hardware to Iraq. At a time when the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) and the U.N. have been striving to call a halt to the 
34-month-long fratricidal Gulf war, and the special committee set up by 
OIC mediate between the warring countries pas visited Tehran and Baghdad 
several times in pursuit of its peace mission, it is distressing to find 
that some powers do not hesitate to fuel the raging fires of the gory 
conflict. It is especially painful to see the U.S. and the Soviet Union 
ready to convert other people's wars into profitable occasions to promote 
the sale of their own horrendous weapons. It is also ironical that both 
the superpowers are towering members of the Security Council whose busi- 
ness it is to function as the supreme world body charged with the responsi- 
bility of fostering peace on this striferidden planet of ours. But when 
they take sides with aggressors, whether an Israel or an Iraq, for the 
furtherance of their own global interests, it betrays a blatant disregard 
for justice and a callous unconcern for human life. 


It is no secret that Iraq was the one to fire the first shot which marked 
the beginning of the armed conflict with Iran. During the past three years 
or so, this undeclared war has taken an appalling toll of life and devas- 
tated the once smiling lands of the telligerents. Their oil installations 
which had been the backbone of their economy, have been pounded over and 
over again, and yet the end of the conflict is nowhre within sight. But 
yet the high and mighty seem intent on keeping the cauldron on the boil 

to serve their own ends. Apart from the commercial aspect of the Kremlin's 
present decision to supply armaments to Iraq, Moscow is obviously 
interested in wooing Arab countries which have, with the exception of 

Syria and Libya, taken up the cudgels for Baghdad in the Guli war. The 
Soviets have for long been wanting to extend their finger to the Middle 
East pie for a bigger rele in the affairs of that embattled region and 
thereby to extend their area of influence and make it comparable with that 
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of the U.S. If that alone was the end in view, sustained efforts could 
have beer made to achieve that end through skillful diplomacy and not by 
seeking to prolong a deadly war and feeding the flames of the on-going 
conflict. For, now Moscow will become a party to the spilling of more 
blood and that will not add any lustre to its image already tarnished in 
Afghanistan. In any case, superpower involverent in the Gulf war seems 
akin to a sort of big-power relay race. One lit the match and the other 
keeps it aflame. 
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PAKISTAN 


WALI KHAN SCORED FOR VENGEFUL REMARKS ON MIAN TUFAIL'S TRAVELS 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 11 Mar 83 p 3 
(Editorial: "This Shows a Vengeful Mentality" ] 


[Text] The complaint of Wali Khan, a leader of the defunct National Democratic 
Party [NDP] concerning the prohibition on his entry into other provinces is 
justified, but the manner in which he complained and expressed his bitterness 
during the occasion of the first anniversary of the death of the former governor 
of the North West Frontier Province, Arbab Sikandar Khan Khalil, was not: worthy 
of a responsible, democratic leader. Among other things, Wali Khan said, "If 

we cannot go to Punjab, why is Mian Tufail allowed to come to the North West 


Frontier Province?" 


Wali Khan may have many grievances against the defunct Jamaat-e Islami that he 
continues to voice; this is a part of playing politics. But Mian Tufail 
Muhammad did not ban Wali Khan’s entry into Punjab and other provinces nor did 
he demand that such a ban be placed on Wali Khan's movements. The ban was made 
by the government, acting on its own judgment and policy. Wali Khan has the 
right to raise his voice in protest and complaint; but it is also true that the 
defunct Jamaat-e Islami and all other noteworthy political parties outside the 
so-called Movement for the Restoration of Democracy [MRD] consider such re- 
strictions wrong, inappropriate and harmful. 


Wali Khan is regarded as an experienced politician’ but his protest against 
Mian Tufail Mohammad's travels to the North West Frontier Province betray a 
vengeful mentality and the kind of uncontrolled anger expressed by the Awami 
League's Mujeeb-ur Rahman during the December 1970 elections when, inflamed by 
a demonstration against him in a Lahore public gathering, he said that the 
leaders of West Pakistan would also have to obtain visas to travel to Dacca. 
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PAKISTAN 
LEADERS OF DEFUNCT PARTIES HOLD 'MEANINGLESS' PRESS CONFERENCES 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 20 Feb 83 p 3 
[Tahir Masoud article: "Enticing Thoughts--Expectation of the Right Time"] 
[Text] One of the responsibilities of politicians belonging to the defunct 


political parties is to address press conferences from time to time and warn 
the government of the consequences of not holding elections. These press 
conferences are usually held at the residence of the politicians. Corre- 
spondents arrive fully prepared for the occasion, armed with pen and paper. 
On such occasions, selected political workers are also present, which evi- 
dently goes to prove that the politician enjoys the strong support of the 
people. Correspondents take chairs spread out on the balcony of the house 
or on the lawn. When all the chairs are occupied, some servant or political 
workers comes out to herald the arrival of the politician: Gentlemen, here 
he comes. The politician, before leaving the house, casts a final glance 

in a full mirror. Correspondents rise to their feet as a sign of respect. 
The politician humbly asks them to be seated and tries to shake hands with 
all of the correspondents. While shaking hands, the politician makes it a 
point to express his warmth and affection to correspondents of large news- 
papers, whereas to correspondents of newspapers with limited circulation he 
gives a gesture of comparative coolness, so as to draw a distinction between 
the papers. After he seats himself, he looks at the correspondents and is 
all smiles once again, and addressing the correspondents in a cultured tone, 


he says: 
Politician: What is the latest news. 
-~ewd correspondents: We have come to hear the latest news from you. 


PC ian: Well, you create news. You should know the facts much better. 


Correspondent: No sir. News is made by you and we merely convey it to the 
people. 


Politician: (with a big laugh) You have rendered me speechless. 


After these formalities, the politician expresses his views on elections, 
democracy, the system of government, the constitution, the unity of the 
political parties and the movement for the restoration of democracy. He 
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says the country is passing through a very critical perioa, the people are 


weary of inflation, bribery, corruption and lack marketeering. Lawless- 
ness has become a common fact of life. If Gen Ziaul Haq does not hold 
elections, it may lead to civil war in the country, even a bloody revolu- 
tion. During the course of his discussion, he discloses that President 
Ziaul Haq offered him the post of premier but that he rejected it with con- 
tempt and asked how he dared to make such an offer. After the politician 
completes his speech, it is the correspondents’ turn for questions and 
inswers. Their questions, too, are of a special nature, so much so that 
isking such questions day in and day out has turned their hair grav. But 


the saying that "your question is a very interesting one" gives the old 
questions a brand new look. The questions asked by the correspondents 
Stick to the following course: Do you think that General Zia is serious 
about holding elections? What do you think about Pakistan's current for- 
eign policy? How long do you think it will take MRD [Movement for the 
Restoration of Democracy] to come to the streets in pursuance of its aim 

to restore democracy? What are your views on restrictions placed on the 
entry of politicians into the provinces? Most of the questions put by cor- 
respondents tend to be sympathetic. But one correspondent, having listened 
to all of she questions asked by the correspondents during the course oi a 
press conference, observed that the questions were those of political work- 
ers and not the correspondents. The correspondent added that rather than 
put such lifeless questions to politicians, it is better not to ask them 
any questions at all. And if it is necessary to ask them any questions, 
then they should be asked how many eggs they had for breakfast. Whether 
they prefer poultry farm eggs to indigenous eggs. Your servant looks un- 
familiar, have vou engaged him lately? Have you changed your brand of ciga- 
rettes? What is your view on the TV comedy program "Let Go." I forgot to 
mention that during this light questioning, if some correspondent boldly 
asks some disagreeable questions, then the politician hurriedly invites 
other correspondents to the table for tea and offers them pastry and samosas 
(meat patties], observing that the samosas are particularly delicious, and 
asks them to help themselves and not stand on ceremony and so on and so 


forth. 


[t seems that the politicians, by holding press conferences, wish to make 
their presence in the country felt, and as politicians they cannot be ques- 
tioned on this point. But what deserves special thought is whether poli- 
ticians living in such luxurious buildings can ever be attuned to the prob- 
lems and difficulties facing the people. 


For example, some correspondents leaving the drawing room of one such politi- 
cian after attending a press conference saw a man seated on the ground in a 
corner of the compound around the politician's house with some bread and 
currv placed on a piece of paper spread in front of him and busy eating his 
"dinner.'' Do such politicians have the right to relate tales about the woes 
of the people burdened with poverty and inflation? These are some of the 
questions that correspondents do not ask the politicians or do not have the 
courage to ask them. The day the correspondents start asking them such ques- 
tions, then meaningless series of daily press conferences will probably come 
to an end. It is quite possible that in this way the politicians will suc- 
ceed in finding the causes of their failures. It is not possible to say 
whether or not such a fortunate moment will ever come in their lives. 
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PAKISTAN 


PROSPECTS DIM FOR LMPROVEMENT IN INDIAN-PAKISTANI RELATIONS 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 6 Mar 83 p 3 


(Article by Irshad Ahmad Haqqani: "Indo-Pakistani Relations: Mrs Gandhi's 
Latest Stand] 

Text] The manner in which the Indian prime minister, Mrs Gandhi, spoke re- 
cently to foreign correspondents in Delhi about Indo-Pakistani relations must 

ave come as a surprise to those who had great expectations from the brief high- 
level meeting between Indira and Zia on 1 November 1982 and the subsequent 
decision to form a joint commission. These circles had regarded these two 

events as noteworthy signs of better relations between the two countries. 

Mrs Gandhi's recent statement must have caused great disappointment and surprise 
in these circles. She not only rejected out of hand any possibility of an under- 
standing with Pakistan regarding the Kashmir issue but also adopted a definitely 
negative attitude toward a nonaggression pact between the two countries. She 
even called the 1 November Indira-Zia meeting a mere formality, and to a large 
extent fruitless, and rejected the possibility that in the next conference of 
nonaligned countries any negotiations might be held on mutual issues. On the 
contrary, she maintained that she and other leaders of her government were quite 
justified in expressing anxiety concerning Pakistan's efforts to acquire weapons 
and that there was no reason to fear that this would bring about a deterioration 
in relations ‘ett en the two countries. 


What is the reason for this "unexpected" change in Mrs Gandhi's attitude? Be- 
fore trying to answer this question, we should find out first whether her latest 
position was really so unexpected. A close observer of events cannot regard her 
attitude as unexpected. We have said repeatedly in these columns that there 
were such wide differences between Indian and Pakistani objectives and perceptions 
that there could be no possibility of any notable and real progress. When the 
decision to form a joint commission was announced, we stated unequivocally that 
it had no significance and that as long as a fundamental difference existed in 
the two points of view, a joint commission would not bring about an improvement 
in relations. Similarly, referring to President Zia's allusion to relations 
with India in his recent broadcast speech, we expressed the view that reading 
between the president's lines, one could clearly discern that India's attitude 
was not positiv and constructive and the efforts under way to improve relations 
had not evoked any warm response from the other side. 
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.lso, commenting on President Zia's recent interview in a conversation with an 
ndian press representative, we expressed doubts that any progress would be 
made in the talks i> Yelhi and wrote that as a result of Mrs Gandhi's attitude, 
the talks might end in a stalemate. We said, "When India finds that its objec- 
tives are not being achieved, it will extend the talks needlessly to keep re- 
lations in their present state and leave open the opportunity to adopt a course 
ot its own choosing in the future. There is another possible course, which was 
ninted at in the speech of Mr Natur Singh, India's foreign secretary [as pub- 
lished}, during his visit to Pakistan. He said that India would not prolong 
talks tor an indefinite period but would withdraw if it saw that no progress 
was being made. But probably things will not come to that for some time. 
judging from signs and in view of the priorities of the countries, the regional 
and world situation, it appears that no great progress will be possible in the 
talks that will take place bewteen President Zia and Mrs Gandhi in the second 
week of March, nor will a solution to end differences be found that will satisfy 
th sides. No one should be surprised if the final end is a stalemate." 


(JANG, Lahore, 20 February). 


nese views were expressed following the report that a Zia-Indira meeting might 
»e held on occasion of the conference of heads of state. President Zia also 

ad said that during his stay in Delhi, he would try -o meet with Mrs Gandhi 

to discuss mutual relations. It was decided that on this occasion, the agree- 
’n a joint commission would be signed by the two foreign ministers. 


Because of these reports, it was expected here that the Delhi conference would 
provide an opportunity for bilateral talks. We wrote then that the prospects 
were not too bright that these talks would bear any fruit. Now, Mrs Gandhi has 
ended outright the possibility of any talks being held on this occasion, but she 
as kept alive the possibility of a stalemate by saying that she is not a 
dictator and would have to seek the advice of the parliament, party and opposi- 
tion parties before reaching a decision on India's response to the nonaggression 
pact proposal. Judging from her tone, however, it would be sheer simple-minded 
delusion to expect any positive results. We agree fully with the BBC comment 
that Mrs Gandhi's latest announcement, and in particular her statement that some 
of the opposition parties in Pakistan were saying that they would not be bound 

vy any agreement between India and the military rulers, carries far-reaching 
implications. Mrs Gandhi is not one to attach any weight to the views of 
opposition parties or be deterred by any opposition from undertaking a course 
of action likely to be in her interests. But since at this time she does not 
intend to pursue the matter any further, she has used as an excuse the objections 
of Pakistani opposition parties. A hidden implication of her stand is that in 
the future, too, she will not show any eagerness to hold talks with the martial 
law government. It appears that the fears of a stalemate that we expressed a 
few days ago have begun to be realized, and one should not expect any great 


progress in the near future. 


Clearly, this situation should give us the incentive to rely on our own internal 
unity and strength, and we should give more thought to these factors than to 

Mrs Gandhi's attitude and reaction. After Mrs Gandhi's recent statement, the 
question to which our rulers should pay even more attention than before is this: 
What needs to be done to strengthen domestic unity? 
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PAKISTAN 


RATIONALE GIVEN FOR ARABIC AS NATIONAL LANGUAGE 


Karachi JANG in Urdu 26 Feb 83 p 6 


[Article by Mohammad Akram Novid Gujranwala: "Can Arabic Be Made the National 
Language?" ] 


[Text] The adoption of Arabic as the national language is the most important 
issue of the day and vital for the progress of the country. I would like to 
present a short comparison here of Urdu and Arabic and I am sure that every 
patriotic Pakistani will agree with what I have to say. First of all, Urdu is 
not the indigenous language of any of our four provinces: hence, it is as foreign 
to us and as difficult to learn as Arabic. But the people will be more inter- 
ested in learning Arabic than Urdu because Arabic is the language of our re- 
ligion. There is hardly a house where the holy Koran is not recited; moreover, 
Arabic is taught daily in mosques and other schools and colleges, which makes 
it the most widely read language in the country. Since we are Muslims and the 
servants of the Prophet of Arabia, none of us bears any grudge and hostility 
toward Arabic, whereas some people do harbor such feelings toward Urdu. lI[ilit- 
erate individuals in cities and rural areas cannot read Urdu but can easily 
read Arabic; and if a language can be easily read, its meaning can also be 
understood with a little work and attention. 


Second, Urdu literature goes back only a few hundred years, whereas Arabic is 
centuries old. Since Urdu is a young language, it lacks the extensive vocab- 
ulary that Arabic has. Urdu's own indigenous vocabulary is almost nil; as its 
name, “army, signifies, Urdu is a mixture of languages. Hence, rather than 
learn all the different languages of which it is composed, such as English, 
Persian, Turkish, Hindi, Sanskrit and Arabic, it would be easier to learm 

just one language, Arabic. Urdu has borrowed words from all these languages and 
continues to do so. It is not spoken or read in any other country except India 
and Pakistan, whereas Arabic is among the four or five leading languages of 

the world and is read and spoken in most countries. 


Third, Urdu is understood in only two or three countries. After getting rid 

of an international language like English, we need to adopt another international 
language that will fulfill the demands of Pakistan's offices and educational, 
economic, political and other institutions, something Urdu is incapable of 

doing either now or in the future. One has to resort to English for higher 
education, and it is easier to translate English into Arabic than into Urdu 
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because Arabic has a broad vocabulary and is self-sufficient in this respect, 
whereas because of the paucity of the Urdu vocabulary, much time and effort is 
wasted in searching for suitable words in other languages. If no suitable words 
are tound, Engiish words are given an Urdu coloring, a small example of Urdu's 
lack Of substance. In addition, an Urdu scholar cannot find work in any country 
other than his own, nor can he enter any foreign universities for higher educa- 
tion. If our tuture generations receive higher education in Urdu, they will be 
contined to the borders of their own country. Our country's limited resources 
will not be able to provide jobs for the large numbers of its college educated 
citizens and in 10 or 15 years unemployment will peak. However, if our future 
generations are educated in Arabic, they will be able to seek jobs in all 
countries of the Middle East, where well-educated individuals will always be 
needed. Our students will also be able to acquire education in Arab univer- 
sities. Arabic literature is no less extensive than English literature; books 
on science and mathematics, which are the sources of modern progress, exist 

in large numbers in Arabic. 


Fourth, the language of a region influences the culture, dress, customs, morality 
and values of the people of that area and reflects, in turn, the thoughts and 
actions of the people. After making Urdu our national language, we have not 
been able, in the last few years, to rid ourselves of the Hindu way of life. 
Many of our customs are still influenced by Hindu customs. Our dress is an 
amalgam of European and Hindu, as a result of which there is no clear difference 
between the Hindu and Muslim cultures. If we were to adopt Arabic as our 
national language, our culture would automatically change its orientation from 
Hindu to Arab culture and a wall would rise separating the Hindu and Muslim 
cultures. Thus, though we live on the same subcontinent, we would be influenced 
by separate cultures and this would strengthen the two-nation concept, which is 
the toundation of Pakistan's existence. The differences between the people of 
the two countries would become easily apparent, and the Muslims would be forever 
rid of Hindu culture and mores. One political advantage resulting from this 
would be that the Indians, who have a profou..1 knowledge of Urdu and know it 
better than we do and thus are able to steal our important secrets without 
difficulty, would not be able to spy on us so easily if they had to deal with 
Arabic rather than Urdu. Morever, our ideological and geographical boundaries 
will be extended and we will grow closer to our Arab brothers. When we are able 
to express our feelings of love and brotherhood directly to them, we will be 
able to make them understand our point of view and they will realize that the 
Pakistanis hold them in high regard and honor. 


In conclusion, it should be noted that now that the laudable decision to estab- 
lish a completely Islamic system has been taken and practical steps are being 
taken toward this objective, it would be a great service to Islam to adopt 
Arabic as the national language of Pakistan. 
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PAKISTAN 


PERFORMANCE CLAIMS OF FIFTH PLAN DISCUSSED 


GF181020 Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 6 Apr 83 p 4 


(Editorial: "Fifth Plan and Performance"] 

iText] The current five-year plan which comes to an end on June 30 had no 
vrandiose designs and sought no ambitions leaps. Instead, as Dr. Mahbubul Haq 
has said while presenting a report on its performance, it sought consolida- 


tion of the earlier economic achievements and stabilization. Though modest 
in its scope, it had worthwhile aims after the preceding uneven years. It 
did not, rightly, seek to create additional capacities which could not be 
utilised or set for itself targets far beyond those reasonably possible. 


Though Dr. Haq has voiced his satisfaction with the achievements of the plan, 
lespite the miraculously excellent weather in what President Ziaul Haq calls 
: "monsoon economy" and the freedom from the plagues of floods and drought 
which aftlicted the preceding years, the estimated average annual growth 

of Gross Domestic Product was only 6.2 per cent compared to the target 

ot 7 per cent. Similarly, the growth in Gross National Product was 6.7 per 
cent compared to the target of 7.2 per cent. The fall in GDP growth of 

11.4 per cent overall is not insignificant in a country in which over 

30 per cent of the people live below our own law subsistence level. 


(that tall was recorded while industrial growth at 9.2 per cent has been close 
to the target of 10 per cent per year, the agricultural growth lagged far 
behind. As the agricultural growth was only 4.6 per cent per year compared 


to the target of six percent, the fall was close to 25 per cent of the 
target. The drop, in "other sectors” too, is not too small as the growth 
was 6.1 per cent vis-a-vis the target of 6.6 per cent. 


While the public fixed investment growth had a target of 10.3 per cent per 
vear the actual growth has been a very low 2.2 per cent. Private fixed 
investment was better, and yet the actual investment was only 8.2 per cent 


compare the 10.7 per cent target. Together, they give an average 
investi nt crow h rate of 3.9 per cent compared to the target of 10.5 per 
cent; but *he achievements of the plan, both in the agricultural and indus- 


trial sectors, ‘ve been far in excess of the very poor investment growth. 
Ihis is a heartening development, and should be built on during the sixth 


plan. 


97 














fixed investment of 14 per cent of the GNP is really too low in a poor 
ieveloping country where the per capita income has risen by 16 per cent 
in tive years. But the investment had to fall from the modest target of 
19.9 per cent when the national savings fell from the target of 16 per 
ent of GNP to 12.3, and foreign savings from 3.9 per cent to 1.1 per cent 
the 1977-78 prices. Domestic savings effort too fell to eight per cent 
tead of the projected 10.8 per cent. 


As a result of such savings setbacks, while the private sector investment 

54 billion is somewhat close to the target of Rs.62 billion, the 
iblic sector investment, despite heavy investment in the industrial 
-ector, is expected to fall to 50 per cent of the target of Rs. 148 billion, 
says Dr. Haq. As a result, investment in the agricultural sector is 
distinctly below the target, and the social sectors have as usual, suffered 
i great deal, except in the current year when an effort is being made to 


reverse it. 


x 
Wh 


Dr Haq has come up with a variety of reasons for the fall in growth rate 

in savings and investment. They range from higher oil prices, fall in 
external earning by 450 million dollars a year and a steep drop in net aid 
from the estimated 600 million dollars annually, to the high cost of caring 


for the Afghan refugees and sharp fall in export earnings as a result of 
lasting international recession and protectionist walls rising abroad. 


However, despite the rising home remittances, which exceeded Rs. 30 billion 
last year, annual increase in consumption has been only 6.3 per cent vis-a- 
ris the target of 6.4 per cent, and imports have risen by only 2.4 per cent 
in real terms as against the target of 6.3 per cent. Clearly, while the 
import bill has shot up in rupee terms and the consumption bill of the nation 
is high in the same terms, real increase in consumption has been below 
expectations. The bloated figures are explained bv inflation, and not by 
real consumption. On the energy sector, however, the annual household 
consumption increased by 25 percent a year. So despite the 85 per cent 
performance in this sector the actual deficit in the country today is very 


large. 


Dr. Mahbubul Haq has cautioned against overestimating national savings, 
investment levels, and foreign resources when finalising the outlay for 


ii 


the sixth plan. It is positively better to set attainable targets and 
achieve most of them than have high targets and fail miserably. It should 
not be a lopsided plan wherein the sector that fails holds up the fruits 

of the sector that achieved marked growth. Clearly, the country has to save 
more and invest far more. And the lead in this direction has to be pro- 
vided by the government by cutting down its own nonproductive expenditure, 


reuucing waste and increasing the efficiency and output of all its services. 


J 
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PAKISTAN 


LIFTING OF CENSORSHIP ON WEEKLIES, PERIODICALS WELCOMED 
GF101356 Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 29 Mar 83 p 4 


[Editorial: "A Welcome Move" 


[Text] In his address to the annual convention of the All Pakistan Newspapers 
Society (APNS), President Ziaul Haq made the welcome announcement of the lift- 
ing of pre-censorship on weeklies as well as periodicals. Stating that the 
role of a free press in a developing country was that of a "watch-dog" of the 
national interest, the president added that his government will fully encour- 
age the growth of "healthy and responsible journalism in the country." This 
decision to liberalise and allow the media to operate in a more free manner 

is welcome since it will lead to a freer and frank appraisal of issues facing 
the country. This is extremely important because if the press is not encour- 
aged to discuss issues, then its accent invariable is on non-issues. [In his 
speech the president also made certain remarks about the quality of journalism 
and journalists in this country. As far as the profession of journalism 

goes, in our power-oriented structure, the wielders of pen have invariably 
been at the receiving end for the past couple of decades under successive 
regimes. A constant sword of damocles has been kept dangling over their heads 
with the result that many good people were discouraged from joining this 
profession and those who did join have had to fight constant battles against 

a formidable array of adversaries: Hand-outs, press advice, censorship, 
pressures, plus a long list of black laws that have institutionalised sup- 
pression of information and made mis-information and dis-information into an 


irt form. 


It goes to the credit of the present regime that in regards criticism from 
the press it has displayed a remarkably high tolerance level and the willing- 
ness to stomach all kinds of published attacks. This is extremely positive 
and we hope that such generosity will also be extended to other areas as well 
particularly the political process of the country which remains retarded to 
this day. After all there is a linkage between the two. It is not possible 
to have good journalism in a vacuum. Like institution-building, it is part of 
a process and that process has to be political involving participation from 
the people. In any case, we would like to state that a free, independent and 
critical pres -erves the government's own interests in the long term. It 
adds to the regime's credibility and it serves in the current political 
vacuum as the government's eyes and ears on developments within and without. 
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It is a fairly good barometer of public opinion and it is definitely more 
reliable than all of the government's information-gathering agencies put 
together. In any case, the government need not feel threatened by a vocal 
press since it reaches only a very small fraction of Pakistani opinion. 
Articles and editorials cannot topple regimes. They are at worst an irritant 
to the government in power and at best, an inspiration to the intellectual 
elite that comprises its small readership. We would hope that this move of 
the president is the first of several long overdue and much needed dosages 


of democracy which this country badly needs. 
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